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Biographical  Memorial  of  Sir  William  Jones. 

SIR  WILLIAM  JONES,  a  learned  Judge,  son  of  William  Jones,  a 
learned  mathematician,  was  born  in  London,  1748.  The  early  loss  of  his 
father  was  supplied  by  the  attentive  care  of  his  mother,  a  woman  of  high 
character  for  sensibility  and  understanding  He  was  placed  at  Harrow 
school,  where  he  acquired  such  perfect  knowledge  of  classical  learning, 
that  Dr.  Sumner,  the  master,  declared  that  he  knew  Greek  better  than 
himself.  He  entered  at  University  college,  Oxford,  in  1764,  and  devoted 
himself  laboriously  to  the  study  of  the  oriental  languages.  He  became,  at 
the  age  of  19,  tutor  to  lord  Althorpe,  and  though  he  paid  due  attention  to 
his  pupil,  he  yet  found  time  to  read  the  best  part  of  the  old  testament  in 
the  original,  while  resident  at  Wimbleton.  He  visited  the  continent  in 
1769,  with  his  pupil,  and,  in  17/fO,  entered  at  the  temple  to  study  the  law. 
Deservedly  ^distinguished  as  an  able  scholar,  he  now  proved  to  the  world, 
how  usefully  he  had  devoted  himself  to  literature.  He  published,  in  1774, 
his  Commentaries  on  Asiatic  poetry,  dedicated  to  the  university  of  Oxford. 
His  translation  of  Isaeus, 'with  learned  notes,' appeared  in  1779  ;  and  the 
next  year  he,  feeling  for  the  safety  of  the  empire,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
London  riots,  published  an  inquiry  into  the  legal  mode  of  suppressing  riots. 
In  1793,  his  legal  knowledge,  and  his  acquaintance  with  the  literature  of  the 
east,  recommended  him  to  the  ministry,  as  a  (it  person  to  preside  in  the 
supreme  court  of  Calcutta,  and  on  that  occasion,  he  received  the  honour  of 
knighthood,  and  soon  ajter,  married  Anna  Maria  Shipley,  the  bishop  of  St. 
Asaph’s  daughter.  He  left  England  in  April  1793,  and  on  his  arrival  in 
India,  he  was  enabled  to  establish  an  AMatic  society,  for  the  purpose  of 
illustrating  the]history,  learning,  and  antiquities  of  the  east.  To  the  me«* 
moirs  of  this  learned  body,  the  formation  of  which  his  active  mind  Had 
planned,  in  his  voyage  from  Europe,  he  made  most  valuable  contributions. 
When  disengaged  from  the  occupations  of  his  judicial  office,  he  unbent  all 
the  powers  of  his  comprehensive  mind,  to  the  literature  of  the  east,  and  he 
acquired  such  an  acquaintance  with  the  Sanscrit  language,  and  the  code  of 
the  Bramins,  that* he  was  courted  and  admired  by  the  most  learned  and  in¬ 
telligent  of  the  native  Indians.  To  enlarge  our  knowledge  of  Asiatic  his¬ 
tory,  and  Eastern  literature,  was  not  however  the  sole  object  of  his  compre¬ 
hensive  mind;  he  was  a  pious  and  a  sincere  Christian,  and  his  researches 
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were  equally  directed  to  investigate  and  to  prove  from  oriental  books^  and 
from  the  various  traditions  of  the  heathen  natives,  the  great  historical  facts, 
and  important  details  contained  in  the  holy  scriptures. ,  In  one  of  his  dis¬ 
courses  to  the  Asiatic  society,  he  has  evinced  his  attachment  to  the  religion 
of  his  country,  and  his  belief  in  her  sacred  tenets,  by  supporting  the  vali¬ 
dity  of  the  Mosaic  history  of  the  creation,  in  a  manner  more  satisfactory 
and  more  convincing  than  any  other  writer.  This  greit  and  good  man, 
from  whom  so  much  was  expected  still,  in  the  paths  of  oriental  science  and 
literature,  who  deserved  so  well  of  his  country,  and  of  her  Asiatic  colonies, 
by  his  firmness,  his  legal  knowledge,  and  his  unshaken  .  integrity,  was 
snatched  away  after  a  short  illness  at  Calcutta,  27th  April,  1794,  aged  48. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the  burial  ground  at  Caluutta,  where  an 
English  inscription  by  himself,  and  a  Latin  one  by  his  brother  judge,  sir 
William  Dunkin,  mark  the  spot.  An  elegant  monument  has  lately  been 
erected  in  St.  Paulas  cathedral,  which  does  no  less  honour  to  his  merits, 
than  to  the  munificence  and  liberal  sentiments  of  the  East  India  directors, 
by  whom  it  was  raised.  The  works  of  sir  William  have  been  published  in 
6  vols.  4to.  1799,  and  prove  him  not  only  an  elegant  scholar,  but  a  good 
poet,  an  able  critic,  and  an  indefatigable  historian ;  whose  name  must  be 
revered  wherever  virtue  and  literature  are  cultivated.  His  life  has  been 
written  by  his  friend,  lord  Teignmouth,  4to.  1804, 


Biographical  Memorial  of  Samuel  Johnson. 


SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  a  celebrated* English  writer,  >yas  born  at  Litch¬ 
field,  7th  Sept.  1709.  He  was  the  son  of  a  bookseller,  and  was  educated 
at  Litchfield  school,  where  he  had  among  his  school-fellows.  Dr.  James 
and  Dr.  Taylor  ;  and  after  being  one  year  at  Stourbridge  school,  and  pass¬ 
ing  two  years  in  unsettled  studies  at  home,  he  entered,  Oct.  1728,  at  Pem¬ 
broke  college,  Oxford.  His  exercises  in  the  university  displayed,  as  they 
had  dgne  at  school,  superior  powers  ;  and  his  translation  of  Pope’s  Messiah, 
into  Latin  verse,  appeared  so  highly  finished,  that  the  poet  spoke  with  the 
highest  respect  of  bis  translator,  and  declared,  that  posterity  would  doubt 
which  poem  was  the  original.  Unhappily  Johnson  had  to  struggle  with  po¬ 
verty  at  college  ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  insolvency  of  his  Father,  he 
left  the  university  in  1731,  without  a  degree.  Returned  to  Litchfield,  he 
found  his  prospects  in  life  dreary  and  U!;prornising.  After  his  father’s  death, 
his  whole  property  amounted  to  only  20/. ;  and  thus  destitute,  he  willingly 
accepted  the  offer  of  an  ushership  at  Bosworth  school.  The  situation  proved 
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disagreeable,  and  in  a  few  months  he  removed  to  Birmingham,  where,  un¬ 
der  the  patronage  of  a  bookseller,  he  published  i  his  first  literary  labour,  a 
translation  of  Lobo.  In  1734  he  returned  to  Litchfield  ;  and  the  next  year 
he  married  Mrs. , Porter,  a  widow  of  Birmingham,  a  lady  much  older  than 
himself,  and  not  possessed  of  the  most  engaging  manners,  or  the  most  fas¬ 
cinating  person.  As  she  brought  him  800/.  he  began  to  fit  up  a  house  at 
Edial,  near  Litchfield,  for  the  reception  of  pupils  ;  but  as  he  had  only  three 
scholars,  among  whom  was  David  Garrick,  the  plan  was  dropped,  as  utterly 
impracticable  and  ruinous.  About  this  time,  under  the  patronage  of  Mr. 
Walmsley,  his  earliest  friend,  he  began  his  Irene  ;  and  in  March  1737,  he 
first  visited  London  in  company  with  his  pupil,  Garrick,  like  himself  in 
quest  of  employment,  and  equally  doomed  to  rise  to  celebrity  in  his  profess 
sion.  In  London  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Cave,  the  printer  of  the 
Gentleman’s  magazine  ;  and  his  first. performance  in  that  work  was  a  Latin 
alcaic  ode,  inserted  in  Maich,  1738.  Thus  encouraged,  he  returned  to 
Litchfield  to  fetch  his  wife;  and  from  1740  to  17.43,' he  was  laboriously  eni- 
ployed  in  the  service  of  this  periodical  work,  and  during  that  period,  wrote 
the  parliamentary  debates,  valuable  not  as  the  effusions  of  orators,  but  as 
the  bold  composition  of  a  man  of  genius,  on  such  subjects  as  was  supposed 
to  engage  the  legislators  of  the  age.  In  1738  he  published  his  London,  a 
poem,  in  imitation  of  Juvenal’s  third  satire,  which  was  well  received, 
and  honoured  with  the  commendation  of  Pope,  and  passed  to  a  second  edi¬ 
tion  in  one  week.  Though  distinguished  as  an  author,  Johnson  still  felt  the 
pressure  of  poverty,  and  therefore  he  applied  for  a  school  in  Leicestershire ; 
but  though  recommended  by  lord  Gower,  he  was  disappointed,  as  he  had 
not  the  requisite  degree  of  A.  M.  His  attempts  to  be  admitted  at  Doctors’ 
Commons,  without  academical  honours,  proved  equally  unsuccessful ;  and 
therefore  he  determined  to  depend  on  the  efforts  of  his  pen  for  subsistence. 
Besides  his  valuable  contributions  to  the  Gentleman’s  magazine,  he  in  1744 
published  the  life  of  Savagei  a  work  of  great  merit,  which  in  the  elegant 
language  of  pathetic  narration,  exhibited  the  suilerings  and  the  poverty  of  a 
friend,  whose  calamities  he  himself  had  shared  and  bewailed.  He  began 
in  1747,  his*  edition  of  Shakspeare,  and  published  the  plan  of  his  English 
dictionary.  This  gigantic  work  was  undertaken  under  the  patronage  of  the 
booksellers^;  and  the  lexicographer  engaged  a  house  in  Gough  square, 
where,  with  the  assistance  of  six  amanuenses,  he  proceeded  rapidly  in  the 
execution  of  his  plan.  This  great  work  so  valuable  to  the  nation,  and  so 
honourable  to  the  talents  of  the  author,  appeared,  May,  1755,  in  2  vols. 
without  a  patron.  Lord  Chesterfield,  who  had  at  first  favoured  the  under¬ 
taking,  but  had  afterwards  neglected  the  .  author,  endeavoured,  by  a  flatter¬ 
ing  recommendation  of  the  work  in  ‘‘  the  World,”  to  reconcile  himself  to 
his  good  opinion  ;  but  Johnson,  with^noble  indignation,  spurned  at  the  mean 
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•  artifice  of  his  courtly  patron  ;  and  his  celebrated  letter  reflectedf  with  inde* 
pendent  spirit  and  in  severe  language,  upon  his  selfish  and  ambitious 
views.  The  dictionary  produced  1575/:  but  as  the  money  had  been  advan> 
ced  during  the  composition  of  the  work,  there  was  no  solid  advantage  to  be 
procured  on  the  publication,  and  fame  could  ill  satisfy  the  demands. of  ere* 
ditors,  and  supply  bread  to  the  indigent  author.  In  1749  the  Irene  had  been 
brought  forward  on  the  stage,  by  the  friendsliip  of  Garrick,  but  with  no  sue* 
cess.  The  Rambler  was  undertaken  20th  March,  1750^  and  till  the  I7th 
March,  1752,  when  it  ceased,  a  paper  had  regularly  appeared  every  Tues¬ 
day  and  Saturday.  It  is  remarkable  that,  during  the  whole  of  that  time, 
only  five  numbers  were  contributed  by  other  authors.  But  [these  publica- 
tions,  popular  as  they  were,  still  left  Johnson  in  distressed  circumstances; 
and  in  1756,  the  year  after  the  publishing  of  his  dictionary,  he  was  arrested 
for  a  debt  of  five  guineas,  from  which  the  kindness  of  Richardson  relieved 
him.  In  1758  he  began  the  Idler,  and  continued  it  for  two  years  with  little 
assistance;  and  on  the  death  of  his  mother  in,  1759,  that  he  might  pay 
some  decent  respect  to  her  funeral,  and  discharge  her  debts,  he  wrote  his 
Rasselas,  and  obtained  for  it,  from  the  booksellers  the  sum  of  100/,  Hap- 
piiy.  however,  these  higli  services  to  literature,  were  not  to  pass  unreward¬ 
ed :  in  1762  he  was  honourably  presented  by  the  king,  on  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  VVedderburne,  with  a  pension  of  300/,  per  annum,  without  a 
stipulation  of  future  exertions,  but  merely,  as  the  grant  expressed  it,  for 
the  moral  tendency  of  his  writings,  a  character  to  which  his  Rambler  was 
most  fully  entitled.  From  public  motives,  and  not  from  obsequious  flattery, 
Johnson  afterwards  became  a  political  writer ;  and  his  ‘‘  False  Alarm,”  and 
liis  Thoughts  on  the  Falkland  Islands,”  displayed  in  a  very  striking  de¬ 
gree,  the  great  powers  of  his  mind  in  the  defence  of  the  measures  of  the 
court.  These  services  first  suggested  the  idea  of  Introducing  him  into  the 
House  of  Commons  ;  but  lord  North  did  not  attend  with  sufficient  respect 
to  the  recommendations  of  Mr.  Strahan,  and  of  other  gentlemen,  who  wished 
to  see  the  gigantic  powers,  and  the  commanding  elocution  of  this  literary 
hero,  exerted  in  parliament;  and  the  proposal  was  dropped.  In  1775  John¬ 
son  was  complimented  by  the^  university  of  Oxford  with  the  degree  of 
LL.  D.  b/  diploma,  as  he  had  before  received  from  them  the  degree  of 
A.‘M«  and  the  same  honours  from  Trinity  college,  Dublin.*  The  cir¬ 
cumstance  reflected  ^qual  credit  on  those  who  bestowed,  and  on  him  who 
accepted  the  high  distinction.  In  1777  he. began  his  Lives  of  the  Poets, 
which  he  finished  in  1781,  a  work  of  great  merit,  and  wl)ich  exhibits,  in  the 
most  pleasing  manner,  the  soundness  of  the  critick,  the  information  of  the 
biographer,  and  the  benevolent  views  of  the  man..  In  1781  the  loss  of  his 
friend,  Mr.  Thrale,  in  whose  hospitable  house  and  society  he  had  passed 
15  of  the  kappiest  years  of  bis  life,  affected  him  much.  He  found  his  health 


'>  v  ■  ^  r 


> 


:i  1—  . 


(,  ' 

.^1 


Biographical  Memorial  of  Samuel  Johnson. 


{gradually  decliningi  from  the  united  attacks  of  the  dropsy^  and  of  an  asthma; 
and  while  he  expressed  a  wish  to  remove  to  the  milder  climates  of  France 
and^  Italy,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  applications  of  his  friends  for  the  In* 
crease  of  his  pension  proved  abortive.  During  the  progressive  increase  of 
his  complaints,  he  divided  his  time  in  acts  of  devotion,  and.  in  classical  re* 
creations;  and  during  his  sleepless  nights,  he  translated  several  of. the 
Greek  epigrams  of  the  Anthologia  into  Latin  verse.  It  is  remarkable,  tlial 
Johnson,  whose  pen  was  ever  employed  in  recommending  piety,  and  all  the 
offices  of  the  purest  morality  ;  and  whose  conduct  and  example  in  life  ex* 
hibited  the  most  perfect  pattern  of  the  Christian  virtues ;  should,  in  the  close 
of  life,  betray  dreadful  apprehensions  of  death.  By  degrees,  indeed,  the 
terrors  which  his  imagination  had  painted  to  itself,  disappeared  ;  but  still 
his  example  teaches  us,  that  if  the  most  virtuous  and  devout  ^view  the  ap* 
proach  of  death  with  trembling  and  alarm,  the  unrepented  sins  of  life  have 
much  to  apprehend  from  the  alUsearching  eye  of  God. .  Johnson  expired  on 
the  13th  Dec.  1784,  full  of  resignation,  strong  in  faith,  and  joyful  in  hope  of 
a  happpy  resurrection.  His  remains  were  deposited  in  Westminster  abbey, 
near  the  grave  of  his  friend  Garrick  ;  and  the  nation  has  paid  . an  honorable 
tribute  to  his  memory,  by  erecting  to  him  a  monument  in  St.  PauFs,  with  an 
elegant  and  nervous  epitaph  from  the  pen  of' Dr.  Parr.  By  his  wife,  who 
died  March  1752,  and  was  deeply  lamented  by  him,  Johnson  had  no  issue* 
His  works  are  very  numerous,  and  all  respectable.  Some  of  his  smaller . 
pieces  were  published  by  Sir  J.  Hawkins  in  1787,  with  his  life  in  11  vols. 
8vo*.  "Of  these  an  edition,  by  Murphy,  appeared  in  1792,  in. 12  vols.  8vo. 
His  letters,  and  every  particiSlar  respecting  his  character,  conduct,  opinion, 
connections,  &c.  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  public,. in  the  various 
publications  of  Mr.  G.  Strahan,  Mrs.  Piozzi,  and  others ;  and  particularly,  in 
the  interesting  and  valuable  account  of  his  life  by  Boswell,  with  whom  he 
travelled  to  the  Hebrides,  of  which  he  gave  an  account  in  1773.  In  his  person 
Johnson  was  large,  corpulent,  and  unweildy,  with  little  of  the  graces  of. 
polished  life,  occasionally  offensive  by  involuntary  or  convulsive  motions,  and 
in  his  dress,  singular  and  slovenly.  His  conversation,  however,  made 
atonement  for  the  deficiencies  of  his  personal  appearance ;  and  though  from 
the  superior  powers  of  his  mind,  the  great  independence  of  his  character, 
and  the  gigantic  vigor  of  his  genius,  he  was  positive,  and  v>ery  impatient 
of  contradiction,  he  was  ever  interesting  and  instructive,  and  exhibited  at  all 
times  great  goodness  of  heart,  unshaken  steadiness  of*  principle,  and  com¬ 
manding  benignity.  Humane,  charitable,  generous,  and  affectionate,  with 
all  his  little  defects  of  temper,  it  may  truly  be  said,  that  there  was  scarce  a' 
virtue' in  principle  which  he  did  not  possess.  His  goodness  flowed  from 
the  heart,  and  bis  religion  was  the  pure  stream  from  the  soul,  humble, 
devoQt^  contrite  and  pious.  As  a  literary  character,  his  name  stands  on  very 
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high  ground  ;  correctness,  elegance,  ard  variety  every  where  clothed  under 
a  strong  and  nervous  style,  captivate,  enliven,  and  edify.  The  powers  of  a 
sound  and  matured  judgment,  of  a  vigorous  imagination,  and  a  most  retentive 
memory,  were  happily  united  to  illustrate  what  was  obscure,  to  render 
pleasing  what  was  harsh  and  unseemly,  to  explain  what  was  difficult,  and  to 
embellish  what  was  devoid  of  grace,  of  beauty,  or  of  attraction.  Besides  the 
instructive  account  of  his  life  by  Boswell,  much  information-  may  be  collect¬ 
ed  from  the  labors  of  Hawkins,  Murphy,  Anderson,  &c.  ^  . 


Utility  of  Biography. 


IT  is  obviously  the  duty  of  every  rational  being  to  make  the  best  use  of 
the  faculties  which  are  given  him,  and  to  aspire  to  a  constant  progression 
in  knowledge  and  virtue.  To  such  a  being,  nothing  can  be  of  greater  im¬ 
portance  than  a  just  appreciation  of  the  objects,  that  solicit  his  attention, 
and  a  full  view  of  the  end  of  every  path,  that  invites  his  pursuit.  In  these 
respects,  it  is  the  lot  of  man  to  be  miserably  deficient.  It  is  the  misfor¬ 
tune  even  of  those, » who  most  earnestly  desire  to  march  steadily  forward 
towards  moral  and  intellectual  perfection,  to  mistake  the  surest  means  of 
facilitating  their  progress,  to  be  flattered  and  deceived  by  outside  appear¬ 
ances,  and  to  wander  far  from  their  way,  in  pursuit  of  some  imaginary 
good.  ' 

To  him,  therefore,  who  would  enlarge  the  treasures  of  the  understand¬ 
ing,  or  cultivate  the  virtues  of  the  heart,  it  is  manifestiy  of  the  first  conse¬ 
quence,  that  he  carefully  examine  the  nature  and  operations  of  his  own 
mind,  and  clearly  ascertain  the  influence  exercised  over  it,  by  the  num¬ 
berless  impressions  to  which  it  is  subject,  and  by  that  endless  variety  of 
ideas  with  which  it  is  conversant.  By  these  means,  he  is  enabled  to  disco¬ 
ver  what  subjects  may  be  contemplated  with  most  profit,  and  to  select  from 
the  great  mass  of  knowledge,  those  studies  which  will  most  richly  reward 
the  labour  of  application. 

If  the  usefulness  and  importance  of  any  species  of  literature  be  appre¬ 
ciated  by  its  happy  effects,  both  upon  the  mind  and  the  heart,  we  confi¬ 
dently  believe,  that  few  can  claim  a  precedence  to  Biography. 

The  contemplation  of  illustratious  examples  of  genius,  industry,  and 
learning  ;  and  a  view  of  the  honours,  and  emoluments,  which  generally  at¬ 
tend  them,  are  eminently  calculated  to  kindle  the  ardor,  to  animate  the 
hopes,  and  to  invigorate  the  exertions  of  the  youthful  mind.  Nor  will  the 
necessity  for  such  stimulating  examples  be  doubted,  or  their  value  under¬ 
rated  by  those,  who  have  the  least  insight  into  the  human  character,  or  any 
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knowledge  of  the  various  incitements,  which  hasten  the  acquisition  of  in* 
tellectual  wealth.  That  there  are  so  few  instances  of  .high  attainments  in 
knowledge)  cannot  be  justly  ascribed  to  any  parsimony  of  nature)  but  to  a 
want  of  that  honourable  ambition,  active  zeal)  and  deligent  perseverance. in 
the  various  branches  of  study)  which  should  ever  characterise  the  candidate 
for  literary  and  scientific  fame. 

There  are  few  propensities  of  our  nature)  which  operate  more  strongly) 
and  none  more  universally)  than  a  propensity  to  indolence.  The  mind  of 
man  is  never  roused  from  innate  sluggishness  to.  vigorous  exertionS)  but 
by  the  keen  incitement  of  appetite,  or  the  ardent  glow  of  passion.  Every 
votary  of  science  has  learned  how  adverse  habits  of  study  are  to  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  ease  and  pleasure.  Every  scholar,  who  can  boast  of  any  consider-  % 
able  acquisitions  in  knowledge,  has,  by  his  own  experience,  attested  the 
truth  of  Solomon’s  words,  that  much,  study  is  a  weariness  of  the  flesh,  and 
knows,  full  well,  that  the  mind  must  be  operated  upon,  by  incentives  of  no 
common  force,  before  it  will  subject  itself  to  the  toil  of  severe  application. 

Perhaps  within  the  whole  range  of  literature,  no  study  ,  can  be  found, 
which  affords  a  greater  number  of  these  incentives,  than  that  of  Biography. 

A  love  of  fame,  and  a  desire  to  emulate  illustrious  deeds,  are  inherent  pas¬ 
sions  of  the  human  breast.  In  the  lives  of  eminent. men. the  objects  of  these 
passions  are  brought  into  view,  and  the  mind  glows,  while  it  contemplates 
them.  The  effect  produced,  is  strong,  not  transient ;  but  abiding,  and  ope¬ 
rative.  The  enthusiasm,  which  is  kindled,  may  indeed  be  momentary,  but 
it  often  begets  those  fixed  determinations,  and  vigorous  resolutions,  which 
give  activity  . and  energy  to  future  life'. 

Let  the  youth,  who  is  ready  to  despond,  from  the  narrowness  of  his  cir¬ 
cumstances,  or  who  is  disposed  to  sacrifice  honour  to  ease,  and  usefulness 
to  pleasure,  recur  to  the  pages  of  Biography.  He  will  there  find,  that 
thousands  of  his  predecessors  have  nobly  struggled  against  poverty  and 
misfortune,  have  resisted  the  allurements  of  pleasure,. devoted  themselves 
to  the  labour  of  intense  application,  and  closed  their  literary  career,  crown¬ 
ed  with  the  laurels  of  well  earned  fame.  Let  the  mind,  not  wholly  cor¬ 
rupted  and  debased,  steadily  contemplate  such  shining  examples,  and  it 
will  throw  off  the  sluggishness  of  indolence ;  break  the  enchantments  of 
false  and  unsatisfying  delights  \  and  be  inflamed  with  an  ardent  and  honour¬ 
able  emulation.  It  is  at  once  animated  with  fresh  hopes,  and  opens  to  itself 
the  brightest  and  most  cheering  prospects.  Inspirated  by  such  sensations, 
the  youthful  adventurer  in  knowledge  forgets  the  deficiencies  of  nature, 
and  impediments  of  fortune,  and  aspires  to  reach  those  lofty  heights  of  in¬ 
tellectual  fame,  which  the^most  favoured  sons  of  genius  have  scarcely  been 
able  to  attain. 
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Where  is  the  scholar,  in  whose  bosom  every  nobler  passion  is  not  utterly 
extinguished,  who  can  consider  the  character  and  actions  of  the  itniuortal 
Jones,  that  prodigy  of  mighty  mind,  and  of  unwearied  industry  ;  trace  him 
through  the  various  stages  of  his  life  ;  see  him  force  his  way  through  every 
region  of  science  and  literature,  with  an  ardour  which  no  obstacle  could 
abate,  and  with  a  patience  of  toil,  which  no  difficulties  could  exhaust ; 
without  catching  a  spark  of  etherial  lire,  and  feeling  the  glow  of  a  kindred 
enthusiasm.' 

Nor  does  the  contemplation  of  so  bright  an  example,  less  auspiciously 
effiect  the  interests  of  virtue,  than  the  cause  of  science.  Those  men  who 
unite  profound  and  various  learning,  with  a  firm  belief  in  the  truth  of  the 
scriptures ;  and  whose  daily  conduct  exemplifies  the  unaffected  humility 
and  the  ardent  devotion  of  piety,  are  illustrious  proofs  that  science  and  re* 
ligion  are  not  opposed  to  each  other,  either  in  their  real  nature,  or  their 
unperverted  influence.  The  conduct  of  such  men  should  urge  conviction 
upon  the  consciences,  and  spread  the  blush  of  shame  over  the  faces,  of  those 
who  have  attempted  to  maintain  contrary  sentiments,  and  endeavoured  to 
enforce  them,  both  by  precept  and  example.  When  virtue  exhibits  her¬ 
self  in  the  lives  and  conduct  of  her  votaries,  she  appeals  to  the  judgment 
with  singular  force.  She  claims  a  decision  in  her  favour,  and  proves  her 
claim  by  arguments,  which  can  neither  be  evaded  by  artifice,  nor  weakened 
by  resistance.  There  are  times  too,  in  which  the  mind  is  peculiarly  fitted 
for '  the  reception  of  the  fairest  and  best  impressions,  when  the  judgment 
is  prepared  to  decide  with  impartiality  between  virtue  and  vice,  being. nei¬ 
ther  biassed  by  appetite,  nor  blinded  by  passion.  ' 

It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the  youth,  whose  soul  is  fired  with  ambi¬ 
tion,  before  whom  pleasure  spreads  her  banquets,  and  a  gay  world  presents 
her  fascinating  charms,  will,  while  the  objects  of  gratification,  are  before 
him,  think  the  ways  of  wisdom,  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  the  paths  of  vir¬ 
tue,  paths  of  peace.  To  his  jaundiced  eyes,  vice  may  appear  attractive, 
and  the  crimes  of  daring  profligacy  may  shine  with  a  captivating  splendour. 
Under  such  circumstances,  he  may  covet  the  greaf,  but  guilty  deeds,  which 
have  immortalised  the  names  of  Alexander  and  Caesar,  in  preference  to 
the  mild  virtues,  which  embalm  the  memory  of  a  Cincinnatus,  and  a  Wash¬ 
ington.  But  let  him  retire  to  the  solitude  of  the  closet,  and  there  contem¬ 
plate  these  opposite  characters ;  let  passion  subside,  and  time  be  taken 
for  calm  reflection,  and  he  will  soon  perceive  the  fictitious  glory  of  the 
conqueror,  and  the  tyrant,  fading  before  the  peerless  honours  of  the"  citizen 
and  the  patriot.  Every  comparison  of  this  kind  strengthens  the  empire  of 
virtue  in  the  heart,  and  urges  new  motives  to  a  useful  and  unblameable 
life.- 
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It  is  not)  however,  by  correcting  the  lofty  views  of  ambition,  and  abating 
that  insatiate  thirst  of  fame,  which  makes  men  desire  to  be  distinguished 
by  guilt,  rather  than  live  in  obscurity,  that  Biography  affords  the  strongest 
aid  to  morals  and  piety,  or  most  liberally  contributes  to  increase  the  sum 
of  human  happiness.  It  is  equally  the  province  of  general  and  particular 
history,  to  exhibit  characters  in  the  various  grades  of  public  employment, 
to  pourtray  the  folly  and  depravity  of  those,  who  suffer  their  ambition  to 
triumph  over  their  virtue  and  patriotism,  and  to  consign  to  perpetual  in« 
famy  the  man,  who  would  rather  be  a  Caesar,  than  a  Cato. 

The  bulk  of  mankind  occupy  the  humbler  walks  of  life,  and  are  in  no 
danger  from  those  aspiring  and  fatal  passions,  which,  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
objects,  spread  devastation  and  death,  through  both  the  natural  and  the  mo¬ 
ral  world.  They  need  to  be  instructed  by  examples  of  private  worth,  rather 
than  by  instances  of  public  excellence-  Biography,  therefore,  may  be  con*  ' 
sidered  as  acting  her  most  appropriate  and  useful  part,  when  she  follows 
her  subject  into  the  recesses  of  retired  life,  notices  his  conducC  there,  and 
shews  by  what  means  he  lost,  or  secured  happiness,  under  those  circum* 
stances  which  seem  peculiarly  favourable  to  its  enjoyment.  He  can  pre* 
tend  to  but  little  acquaintance  with  the  world,  who  has  not  discovered,  that 
the  harvest  of  mental  miseries,  which  is  reaped  from  private  misconduct^ 
from  the  gratification  of  selfish,  malevolent,  and  grovelling  passions,  is  far 
more  abundant  than  that,  which  is  gathered  from  any  errors  or  misdemean* 
ors  of  a  public  nature. 

Men  generally  fail  of  happiness,  through,  the  most  unpardonable  neglect 
of  the  only  means  appointed  for  its  attainment.  If,  it  be  the  interest  and  the 
duty  of  the  politician,  to  search  the  records  of  departed  days,  and  to  irradiate 
his  path,  by  opening  those  sources  of  light,  which  the  wisdom  and  folly  of 
nations  have  equally  contributed  to  furnish  j  it  surely  cannot  be  of  less  ad¬ 
vantage  to  him,  who  is  destined  to  tread  the  walks  of  private  life,  to  collect 
all  the  knowledge  which  may  be  derived  from  the  successful  endeavours,  > 
or  the  unhappy  miscarriages,  of  his  predecessors. 

He  would  feebly  support  his  title  to  reason,  who,  in  travelling  a  devi¬ 
ous  and  unknown  way,  should  refuse  to  notice  those  directions,  which  had 
been  left  for  his  assistance,  by  former  travellers.  What  then  must  tve 
think  of  him  who  expects  to  pursue,  with  ease  and  success,  the  path  of  life, 
a  path  of  which  it  may  justly  be  said, 

,  '  (I  Signa  sequendi 

Falleret  indeprensus  et  irremeabilis  error 
witKout  opening  his  eyes  to  the  light,  which  is  reflected  from  the  examples 
of  those  who  have  gone  before  him  ? 
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But  if  Biographf  claim  attention  fr^m  the  singular  utilij^  and  impor. 
stance  of  that  kind  of  instruction)  which  it  conveyS)  it  claims  no  less  from  the 
captivating,  and  impressive  nfanner  in  which  that  instru^on  is  delivered. 

With  teachers  of  morality,  the  greatest  difficulty  is  not  that  they  are  un> 
■able  to  form  correct  theories,  for  the  regulation  of  human  conduct;  but  that 
they  can  make  their  precepts  no  naore  interesting  to  the  'mind,  and  endow 
them  with  an  influence  upon  t^e  heart  and  Ufe,  no  more  lasting  and  effica. 
jcious.  So  blind  are  men  to  their  faults,  and  their  errors,  that  they  will  sel- 
dom  hear  with  patience,  the  voice,  that  is  kindly  raised  to  reprove  and  re- 
■claim  them.  The  moralist  has  therefore  found  it  necessary  to  send  forth 
his  lessons  of  advice  and  correction,  in  .a  form  the  least  offensive,  and-to 
array  them  in  the  most  splendid  and  enchanting  dress,  which  the  vestry  of 
imagination  could  supply.  -  “ 

To  instruct'by  example,  either  real  or  ficticious;  was  a  method  very  early 
adopted,  by  the  wisest  of  philosophers,  and  the  best  of  men.  It  was  prac¬ 
tised  by  the  sacred  writers,  and  the  practice  finally. received  the  decisive 
sanction  of  him,  <  who  spake  as  never  man  spake.*  ‘Its  superiour  utility  is 
founded  upon  the  most  obvious  principles  of' human  nature.  It  success¬ 
fully  instructs  ignorance,  without  disgusting  by  arrogance,  and  keenly  re¬ 
proves  vice,'  without  ofljending  by  censoriousness.  In  this,  as  in  every  other 
point  of  view,  in  which  Biography  has  been  considered,  it  asserts  and  en¬ 
forces  the  strongest  claims  to  the  attention  of  every  individual;  who  nobly 
aspires  to  moral  and  intellectual  excellence.  Let  the  study  of  it  be  the 
employment  of  all  those,  who  wish  to  furnish  themselves  with  a  source  of 
rational  entertainment ;  to  strengthen  the  sentiments  of  virtue ;  and  to  re¬ 
gulate  their  conduct  by  the  wisdom  of  experience.  “ 

I 

■We  would  particularly  rcconnnend  it  to  those  youthy  whose  days  and 
nights  have  hitherto  been  devoted  to  the  perusal  of  novels  ;  who  have,  by 
the  enchantments  of  fancy,  been  led  through  the  regions  of  fiction,  until 
they  have  lost  all  relish  for  truth  and  nature,  to  exchange  these  idle  dreams 
of  a  heated  imagination,  for  the  bright  examples  and  the  solid  instruction 
contained  in  Biography.  In  this  way,  they  may  avoid  the  sting  of  disap¬ 
pointment,  which  they  are  preparing  for  themselves,  by  indulging  the  ex¬ 
pectation,  that  they  shall  one  day  realize  those  splendid,  but  delusive 
scenes,  which  fancy  has  sketched,  and  find  this  x  world  an  elysium  of  plea¬ 
sure,  rather  than  a  vale  of  tears. 
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,  Fi/fh  Annual  report  of  the  Bibie  Society  of  Orange  County^  JWty-  York^ 

'  Presented  and  read  June^  1816. 

'  AFTER  the  existence  of  this  Society  for  more  thus  five  years,  no  encomi* 
urns  on  the  utility  of  such  institutions  will  be  expected,  or  needed  from  the 
Board.  Were  it  necessary,  the  best  eulogy  would  be  a  view  of  their  gene* 
rai  influence.  More,  perhaps,  has  been  done  by  these  societies,  in-  the 
Christian, world,  to  unite  in  harmony  the  different  religious  sentiments,  than 
by  any  other  means,  in  the  same  time.  The  angry  bickerings  of  paniea 
are  forgotten,  and  the  hand  of  fellowship  extended  to  each  other,  while  the 
magnitude  of  the  object  fills  every  mind.  ' 

With  this  desirable  object,  gained  to  a  greater  extent  at  the  present 
d!iy,  than  has  been  known  for  centuries  that  are  past,  the  morals  of  Chris* 
tendom  are  visibly  improved.  •  Suoli  united  exertions,  to  ^extend  the  pure 
word  of  life,'  impose  a  check  upon  the  vicious,  and  strengthen  the  hands 
of  those  who  love  virtue  and  morality.  More,  much  more  than -we  are 
'  aware,  without  particular  attention  to  the  subject,  is  effected  on  this  score 
by  these  institutions. 

While  vice  is  checked  and  morals  improved,  infidelity  and  false  send* 
ment  are  ashamed.  The  Bible  Society  has  wrought  wonders,  in  prostrating 
the  influence  of.  infidels.  Popularity  given. to  such  institutions  raises  a' 
standard,  against  which,  unbelievers  can  never  advance.  If  they  fear  not 
the  everlasting  results  of  Bible  truths,  they  stand  abashed  and  dare  not  lift 
the  head  against  a  vdice  so  popular  among  men,  and  an  exertion  so  gene* 
ral  and  so  potent.  But  the  great  benefit  derived  from  the  general  influ¬ 
ence  is,  the  enlivening  effect  upon  charity,  and  the  invigorating,  effect  upon 
vital  godliness. 

Piety,  the  legitimate  source  of  good  morals  ahd  harmonious  fellowship, 
receives  in  these  a  new  and  a  permanent  spring.  This  effect  is  widely  and  • 
happily  felt.  In  every  land  it  is  increasing.  These  are  not  problems, 
which  require  an  age  to  solve.  They  are  already  solved  by  existing  facts; 

The  rapid  increase  in  number,  of  Bible  societies  throughout  out  country 
and  the  Christian  world,  in  the  most  convincing  language,  speaks  their  es-  . 
timation  by  the  friends  of  Zion.  The  same  fact  demonstrates  the  salutary* 
influence  upon  the  cause  of  vital  piety. 

So  general  and  almost  universal  has  become  the  opinion  of  Christians,  of 
all  denominations,  in  favour  of  circulating  the  Holy  Scriptures  among  the’ 
ignorant  and  destitute,  that  scarcely  a  kingdom  or  province  can  be  found, 
where  the  saving  influence  of  the  gospel  is  experienced,  which  cannot  now 
boast  of  one  or  more  Bible  Societies.  These  institutions  have  multiplied 
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their  members  and  increased  in  influence^  during  the  past  year,  beyond  the 
mdst  sanguine  hopes  of  their  friends.  There  is  a  waking  up  of  feeling  on  this 
subject,  which  gratifies  and  astonishes  the  Christian  heart.  The  public  mind 
is  alive  to  this  interest.  The  popularity  given  to  the  cause  is  extending  and 
happily  overbearing  to  all  opposition.  The  Christian  world  seems  already 
beginning  to  become  a  Bible  Society,  whose  language  is :  Let  us  send 
this  precious  charter  of  eternal  life,  to  every  part  of  the  earth  inhabited  by 
man,  that  none  may  be  ignorant  of  the  inheritance  it  reveals,  and  the  re¬ 
cord  which  God  has  given  of  his  son.” 

This,  Christian  brethren,  is  in  very  deed  a  token  for  good.  We  hail  it 
as  a  bright  omen,  that,  the  time  to  favour  Zion,”  yea  the  set  time  to 
favour  her  is  nigh  at  hand.  Soon,  may  we  not  now  hope,  all  shall  know 
the  Lord  from  the  least  to  the  greatest. 

In  making  a  report  to  the  society,  the  Managers  would  state,  that  al¬ 
though  conaparatively  little  has  been  done  by  them  during  the  past  year, 
yet  that  little  has  not  been  done  in  vain.  The  number  of  members  and 
donors  to  the  society  has  increased,  and  it  is  happy  to  see  that  its  general 
influence  has  much  increased  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  particular  effects  from  the  distribution  of  Bibles  have  been  salutary. 
A  number  of  cases  are  known,  in  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  gift 
of  the  Bible  has  been  attended  with  a  special  blessing.  One  fact  worthy 
of  special  notice  has  now  come  to  their  knowledge.  Of  twenty  Bibles  dis¬ 
tributed  by  one  Manager,  since  the  institution  of  this  Society,  God*s  bless* 
ing  seems  to  have  been  already  visible  with  spiritual  benefits.  Eighteen 
of  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  given  have  since  connected  themselves 
with  the  followers  of  the  Lamb.  The  Managers  further  report,  that  the 
Bibles,  which  were  on  hand  at  the  last  meeting,  have  been  distributed. 
Two  hundred  more  have  been  purchased  and  in  part  distributed.  About 
one  hundred  are  now  on  hand. 

One  thousand  copies  of  Tract  number  eight,  designed  for  people  of  co¬ 
lour,  have  been  published  and  distributed.  The  funds  of  the  society  at  pre¬ 
sent,  including  the  receipts  of  this  day,  amount  to  g  198  59  cts. 

Much  remains  yet  to  be  done  by  this  society.  The  necessities  of  many 
within  our  district  of  country  are  not  relieved.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  were  our  resources  and  exertions  redoubled,  the  field  is  ample  and  the 
prospect  of  happy  immortal  results  glorious. 

The  Managers  congratulate  this  Society  on  the  recent  establishment  of 
the  American  Bible  Society^  designed  as  a  central  point  of  exertion  through¬ 
out  our  country,  and  earnestly  pray  and  confidently  hope  that  its  influence 
may  be  as  extensive  and  salutary,  as  its  designs  are  liberal  and  benevolent# 
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It  is  certainly  worthy  of  the  American  character,  and  will  concentrate  its 
charity  for  .the  most  noble  purpose. 

As  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  important  ad?antages  to  this  society 
would  result  from  becoming  auxiliary  to  that  noble  institution,  it  is  ear* 
nestly  recommended,  that  the  style  of  this  association  be  altered,  and  all 
its  exertions  be  directed  to  the  distribution  of  Bibles. 


Second  Annual  refiort  of  the  Bible  Society^  of  Weat  Cheat^^  ffew  York, 
,  .  Preaented  and  read,  May,  1816. 

THE  Board  of  Managers  feel  great  pleasure  in  announcing  to  the  So* 
ciety,  that  the  design  of  their  association  has  at  length  been  carried  into 
execution  ;  and  that,  through  their  bounty,  the  scripture  has  been  put  into 
the  hands  of  many  who  who  never  before  possessed  them.  Owing  to  the 
inability  of  the  printers  to  supyly  the  great  demand  for  Bibles,  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  Board,  which  were  given  in  May,  were  not  complied  will  till 
September;  when  three  hundred  and  hfty*one  Bibles  were  deposited 
with  the  Treasurer.  The  Board,  having  no  experience  to  direct  them  in 
the  choice  of  the  best  mode  of  distribution ;  and  uninformed  of  the  com* 
parative  local  wants  of  the  county,  put  ten  Bibles  at  the  disposal  of  each 
Manager,  with  a  request  that  a  report  might  be  made  of  such  circumstances 
connected  with  their  distribution,  as  might  be  deemed  interesting  or  im¬ 
portant.  It  was  supposed  that  through  the  personal  inquiries  of  the  Mana¬ 
gers,  the  Board  would  be  put  in  possession  of  information,  which. might 
be  useful  in  regulating  their  future  distributions.  Owing  to  the  delay  in 
procuring  the  Bibles,  and  to  the  difficulty  of  forwarding  them  to  the  Mana¬ 
gers,  scattered  through  the  county,  but  few  reports  have  as  yet  been  re¬ 
ceived.  The  applications  for  Bibles  to  some  of  the  Managers,  have  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  number  alotted  to  them;  while  other  Managers  apprehend 
great  difficulty  in  disposing  of  their  Bibles,  from  an  opinion  that  their  par¬ 
ticular  neighbourhoods  are  already  well  supplied. 

Highly  favoured,  indeed,  would  be  our  lot,  if  every  cottage  were  illumin¬ 
ed  with  the  light  of  Revelation  ;  and  if  every  child  of  guilt,  of  poverty,  and 
of  wretchedness,  had  this  lamp  to  his  feet,  this  guide  to  his  path.  Most 
sincerely  do  the  Board  wish  that  the  county  of  West  Chester  was  already 
well .  supplied  with  Bibles ;  and  most  fervently  would  they  pray,  that  the 
time  may  shortly  arrive,  when  none  shall  be  so  poor  as  to'  want  the  Word 

of  God.  The  Board  feel  confident,  however,  that  were  active  and  zealous 
•  •  *  •  •  •  ' 
inquires  to  be  made,  the  want  of  Bibles  in  this  county  would  be  found 

greater  than  it  is  at  present  within  the  power  of  this  Society  to  supply. 
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But,  admitting  for  a  moment  the  correctness  of  the  opinion,  that  there 
is  among  us  but  little  or  no  want  of  Bibles,  the  Board  can  see  no  other  con* 
sequence  to  be  deduced  from  it,  than  an  additional  motive  for  gratitude  to 
the  Author  of  all  good ;  and  an  additional  stimulus  on  the  part  of  the  Soci. 
ety,  to  exte'nd  to  others  the  blessings  they  enjoy  themselves. 

As  we  are  but  too  rarely  sensible  of  the  value  of  our  enjoyments,  till 
taght  by  their  loss  to  appreciate  them ;  so  are  we  too  apt  to  talte  it  for 
granted,  that  others  are  possessed  of  the  same  privileges  and  comforts  with 
ourselves,  till  by  extensive  intercourse  with  men,  we  are  led  to  lift  up  our 
hearts  in  gratitude  to  that  Being  who  has  made  us  to  differ  from  others. 
Thus,  accustomed  from  our  infancy  to  read  .pur  Bibles,  we  seldom  reflect 
that  we  are  enjoying  a  privilege  denied  to  thousands  and  millions  of  our 
fellow  creatures. 

Let  us  look  on  a  map  of  the  world,  and  our  hearts  must  sink  at  the 

sight  of  kingdoms  and  continents  immersed  in  the  profoundest  ignorance, 

without  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world.  Whether  we  direct  our  at* 

tention  to  the  myriads  of  China  ;  or  to  the  overflowing  population  of  the  ci* 

vilized  East ;  or  pass  through  the  barbarous  kingdoms  of  Africa  ;  and  then 

fix  our  regards  on  the  superstitious  inhabitans  of  the  west ;  how  little  has 

been  done  to  spread  through  these  benighted  lands  the  knowledge  of  the 

Word  of  God !  And  if  we  turn  to  those  countries  where  the  light  of 

Christianity  has  in  some  degree  shone,  how  little  in  most  instances  are  we 

able  to  trace  her  genuine  character !  Even  where  her  forms  are  acknow* 

ledged,  in  how  many  cases  is  her  spirit  entirely  wanting,  and  her  records 
• 

wholly  unknown  I”  v 

Let  us  then  not  shrink  from  contemplating  the  magnitude  of  the  labour 
in  which  we  are  called  to  share.  Thousands  and  millions,  even  in  coun* 
tries  professing  Christianity,  are  yet  to  be  supplied  with  Bibles.  Five  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  millions  of  Heathens,  the  victims  of  superstition*— the  votaries 
of  vice — ignorant  of  the  God  who  made  them,  and  of  Him  whotaketh  away 

-  V  - 

the  sins  of  the  world,  are  yet  to  be  instructed  in  that  volume  which  has 
brought  life  and  immortality  to  light ;  and  are  yet  to  be  received  into  the  fold 
of  the  common  Shepherd.  This  the  Scriptures  declare  -to  be  the  will  of 
God ;  and  when  he  wills  an  end,  he  provides  the  means.  The  storm  of  bat* 
tie  is  hashed ;  the  swofd  reposes  in  its  scabbard,  and  the  nations  are  rang* 
ing  themselves  under  the  banner  of  the  cross.  England,  Russia,  Sweden, 
Hungary,  Saxony,  Germany,' Holland,  are  each  endeavouring  to  make  the 
way  of  tlie  Lord  known  upon  earth,  by  the  universal  diffusion  of  his  Word, 
through  the  agency  of  a  National  Bible  Seciety* 

In  their  mighty  and  noble  enterprise  of  Christian  charity,  our  own  country 
has  hitherto  acted  a  subordinate  patt.  Destitute  of  any  great  institutioni 
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calculated  to  awaken  inleresti  and  to  stimulate  exertion,  our  efforts  have 
been  divided  and  feeble ;  unworthy  our  character,  and  disproportionate  to 
our  means.  This  reproach  is  now  removed.  The  Christians  of  America 
will  no  longer  be  surpassed  by  their  brethren  in  Europe,  in  their  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  God,  and  the  happiness  of  man.  Within  the  last  few  weeks 
a  convention  of  Delegates  from  different  Bible  Societies  in  the  United 
States,  assembled  at  New-York,  and  with  a  unanimity  almost  miraculous,- 
organized  the  American  Bible  Societt.  This  great  institution,  select* 
ing  its  officers  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  scattering  its  bene* 
fits  wherever  they  are  wanted,  regardless  of  geographical  limits,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  unite  the  efforts  of  Christian  America ;  and  while  it  sheds  a  new 
lustre  on  the  American  name,  the  date  of  its  formation  will  become  a  me* 
morable  epoch  in  the  annals  of  evangelical  benevolence.  ' 

This  national  institution  invites  the  co-operation  of  the  local  sociteies,  and 
affectionately  solicits  them’to  intrust  to  her  disposal  such  portion  of  their 
funds  as  may  not  be  expended  in  distributing  the  Scriptures  in  their  own 
particular  districts.  She  regards  as  members  all  who  belong  to  societies 
which  give  her  this  proof  of  their  confidence  ;  and  she  admits  their  officers 
to  a  share  in  her  deliberations  and  decisions.  The  Board  cannot  contem* 
plate  the  amount  of  good  which  will  probably  result  from  this  society,  with* 
out  wishing  that  their  own  society  may  share  in  the  honour  and  delight  of  con* 
tributing  to  its  production.  They  have,  therefore,  prepared  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution,  which  they  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Society  for 
adoption,  constituting  this  Society  an  auxiliary,  to  the  American  Biblk 
Society. 

But,  while  the  Board  rejoice  in  the  establishment  of  a  National  Society, 
they  are  far  from  believing  that  local  societies  are  on  that  account  less  ne- 
necessary  than  formerly,  or  that  less  zeal  is  required  in  their  support.  As 
the  sphere  of  action  is  enlarged,  our  exertions  ought  to  be  proportionably 
increased.  No  longer  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  our  county,  we  may 
now,  through  the  agency  of  the  National  Society,  lend  our  feeble  aid  in  pub¬ 
lishing  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth. 

Let  then  the  members  and  officers  of  this  Society  not  become  weary  in 
well  doing  ;  but  let  them,  by  their  own  contributions,  and  by  making  known 
its  objects  to  others,  and  obtaining  for  it  additional  patronage,  enlarge  its 
'Usefulness,  and  secure  its  duration. 

Tlie  Society  will  have  observed  the  omission  of  those  religious  exercises 
which  have  hitherto  preceeded  the  business  of  the  annual  meeting.  To  pre¬ 
vent  misapprehension,  the  Board,  beg  leave  to  state  the  motives  to  which 
this  omission  is  owing.  The  distribution  of  the  uncommented  Word  of 
God,  is  the  only  method  of  diffusing  Christianity,  in  which  Chrisuans  of 
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every  denomination  will  consent  to  unite  their  efforts.  Of  the  importance 
and  propriety  of  distributing  the  Bible,  there  is'  but  one  opinion:  connect 
with  this  any  other  object,  and  a  diversity  of  opinion  is  immediately  produ- 
ced.  The  peculiar  principle  of  Bible  Societies,  and  that  which  gives 
them  their  efficiency,  is,  universal  co-operation :  but  diversity  of  opinion 
destroys  this  co-operation,  and,  therefore,  lessens  their  efficiency.  Our  con¬ 
stitution,  like  those  of  other  Bible  Societies,  admits  as  members  Calvinists 
and  Socinians,  Episcopalians  arid  Quakers.  Reflection  teaches,  and  expe¬ 
rience  proves,  that  these  various  and  discordant  sects  cannot  cordially  unite 
in  any  one  form  of  religious  worship.  The  Society  is  also  to  remember, 
that  the  declared  object  of  their  association  is  not  the  public  worship  of 
God,  but  the  distribution  of  his  Word.  For  these  reasons  the  Board  have 
thought  it  most  expedient  to  omit  for  the  future  all  religious  exercises  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Managers  and  those  of  the  Society.  But  although  the 
Society  are  not  called  upon  to  listen  to  a  sermon^  the  Board  is  confident 
they  will  attend  with  pleasure  and  profit  to  such  of  their  members  as  may 
think  proper  to  address  them ;  and  while  the  Board  decline  inviting  the 
Society  to  a  public  supplication  for  the  blessings  of  Heaven  upon  their  la¬ 
bours)  they  would  earnestly  press  on  each  member  of  the  Society  the  duty  of 
fervently  imploring  the  Father  of  mercies  to  smile  upon  our  efforts ;  and  of 
constantly  beseeching  Him^  that  his  Word  may  have  free  course^  and  be 
glorified  ;  that  all  the  ends  of  the  world  may‘  remember  and  turn  unto  the 
Xiord,  and  all  kindreds  of  the  nations  may  worship  before  him ;  and  that  his 
name  may  be  praised  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  to  the  going  down  of  the 
same*  . 


SECOND  REPORT 


the  Connecticut  Reserve  Bible  Society^  Presented  and  read  at  Annual 
•  *  ✓ 

Meeting  of  the  Society^  held  at  Warren^  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Jnne^  1816. 

THE  Trustees  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve  Bible  Society,  in  their  second 
report,  would  consider  it  a  pleasing  circumstance,  could  they  present  you 
with  a  complete  list  of  the  members  of  the  Society  ;  and  the  particular 
sum  which  each  has  contributed.  But  the  accomplishment  of  this  object 

•  f 

has  unavoidably  been  deferred.  Such  arrangements,  however,  have  been 
made,  as  they  trust,  will  ennable  them  to  give  the  list  with  their  next  an¬ 
nual  report.  The  aggregate  sum  of  the  donations,  that  have  been  made* 
amounts  to  8  1,055  ;  of  which  g  732  were  contributed  the  last  year.  These 
donations  have  enabled  your  Trustees,  to  procure,  in  the  whole,  Twelyf 
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hundred  Biblee.  The  six  hundred)  that  were  obtained  the  last  year,  after  ' 

deducting  the  number  allowed  by  the  constitution  to  the  members)  have 

been  rOostly  distributed  to  the  needy  an^  destitute  within  our  limits.  Of 

the  six  hundred)  which  have  been  procured  the  present  year)  we  have  ap» 

propriated  fifty  to  be  distributed  among  the  inhabitants  of  Huron  county. 

The  following  interesting  extract  is  from  a  letter)  addressed  to  bur  Pre« 

sident  by  Robert  Ralston^  Esq.  Treasurer  of  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  : 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  inform  yoU)  that  by  the  authority  of  the 

New  Hampshire  Bible  Society)  I  have  directed  three  hundred  and  fifty 

copies  of  the  stereotype  Bible  to,  be  put  up)  and  forwarded  to  your  Society) 

for  gratuitous  distribution.”  •  This  seasonable  and  generous  donation)  from 

the  New  Hampshire  Bible  Society)  fills  our  hearts  with  joyi  and  merits  a 

return  of  our  most  cordial  thanks*  While  many  around  us  are  much  more 

destitute  than  ourelveS)  your  trustees  conceived  it  a  duty  to  apply  {this 

donation  for  their. relief.  One  hundred  of  the  Bibles  have  accordingly  been 

destined  for  Huron  ;  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  for  the  Michigan  territory. 

This  region)  which  is  probably  as.destitute  of  the  Scriptures  as  any  portion  ' 

of  the  Western  country)  has  hitherto  attracted  little  attention.  The  Bibles 

* 

are  now  on  their  way  to  the  places  of  destination  :  and)  the  better  to  fulfil 
the  benevolent  wishes  of  our  Christian  brethren  in  New  Hampshire)  a  per¬ 


son)  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut)  has 
engaged  to  take  charge  of  their  distribution. 

After  experiencing  the  difficulties  of  accomplishing  some  of  the  objects 
of  a  Bible  Society)  which  exist  in  a  greater  degree  in  new  settlements 
than  in  older  oneS)  your  Trustees  are  convinced  of  the  importance  of  esta¬ 
blishing  Bible  Associations.  To  show  that  others  are  impressed  with  the 
same  sentiment)  they  extract  the  following  from  the  last  report  of  the  New 
York  Bible  Society :  The  great  benefits  which  have’  resulted  from  the 
establishment  of  Bible  Associations  in  Europe)  have  forcibly  drawn  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  board  to  this  subject,  and  made  them  desirous  of  deriving 
similar  advantages  from  their  formatio^  here.”  Associations  of  this  ki'nd 
would  greatly  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  information  respecting  the  desti¬ 
tute  among  us ;  and  would  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  members,  and 
the  funds  of  the  general  society.  Under  these  impressions  your  Trustees 
most  earaestly  recommend  the  formation  of  Associations  in  aid  of  our  So¬ 
ciety  ;  and  they  have  accordingly,  appointed  a  committee  to  digest  a  plan 
for  their  regulation)  to  be  exhibited  at  the  present  meeting. 

On  the  Eastern  Continent  the  light  of  Divine  truth  is  rapidly  increasing. 
The  surprising  events  that  have  unfolded,  and  crowded  upon  our  view  the 
year  past,  announce  the  approach  of  that  glorious  day,  which  has  long  in¬ 
spired  the  hopes,  and  animated  the  prayers  of  Christians. 

Bb 
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The  British  and  Foreign  iiible  Society  continue  to  astonish  the  world  with 
their  unparalleled  exertions.  The  contributions  to  that  Society,  including 
the  sales  of  the  Scriptures,  amounted,  the  last  year,  to  about  four  hundred 
and  forty  four  thousand  dollars.  They  issued  during  that  period  126,156 
Bibles,  and  123,776  Testaments.  The  number  of  copies  of  the  Scriptures, 
already  circulated  by  that  Society,  amounts  to  nearly  ^one  million  three  hun> 
dred  thousand,  '  ^ 

With  gratitude  your  Trustees  notice  the  increasing  disposition  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholick  Clergy,  to  circulate  the  Scriptures  among  the  common  peo¬ 
ple.  An  extract  from  the  eleventh  report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  on  this  subject,  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  you  :  In  Hanover^  as 
in  Petersburi'hs  'I  sanvy*  says  Mr.  Pinkerton,  ‘‘  the  Lutheran^  Calvanistick^ 
and  Catholick  clergy  join  hands  to  firomote  the  good  cause;  and  some  of  these 
persons  assured  me ^  after  the  meetings  that  though  they  had  been  teachers  of 
the  same  religion  in  this  city  for  many  years^  yet  they  had  never  had  an  ofi* 
portunity  of  sfieaking  to  each  other.  Oh  1  what  a  blessed  plan  I  which  is 
cafiable  of  bringing  together  the  long  divided  parts  of  the  Christian  church! 
IVhen  the  chief  Catholick  Priest  entered  the  room^  ‘  he  came  straight  to  me^ 
grasped  my  hand  in  the  most  cordial  manner  ;  and  with, a  countenance  beam* 
ing  with  joy^  said^  I  rejoice  that  I  have  an  opportunity  of  uniting  in  such  a 
glorious  cause.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion^  that  the  seriptutes  should  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  every  class  of  men  ;  and  that  even  the  poorest  and  meanest 
should  have  it  in  their  power  to  draw  divine  instructiori  from  the  fountain 
head-y^  This  circumstance  unfolds  to  our  view  one  of  the  rneans,  by  which 
the  Lord  will  destroy  that^man  of  sin,  who  opposeth  and  exalteth  himself 
above  all  that  is  called  God. 

The  New-Testament  has  been  translated  into  the  Persian  language,  by 
the  late  Rev.  Henry  Martyiiy  in  such  a  manner  aS  to-gain  the  approbation  of 
the  Persian  King.  In  a  letter  to  Sir  Gore  Ousely,  by  whom  the  translation 

r« 

was  presented,  that  splendid  monarch  says,  **  If  it  please  the  most  merciful 
Gody  we  shall  command  the  Select  S^rvantsy  who  are  admitted  to  our  firesenccy 
to  read  to  us  the  above  mentioned  bookyfrom  the  beginning  to  theendy  that  we 
may  in  the  most  minute  manner  heary  and  comprehend  its  contents P  By  this 
acquisition,  the  Scriptures  are  made  acceptable  to  a  country,  containing  a 
very  extensive  and  numerous^  population. 

To  the  persevering  labours  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morrinony  at  Canton,  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Marshmany  at  Serampore,  the  millions  of  China  are  indebted  for 
an  improved  translation  ot  the  Scriptures  into  their  language.  Alter  the 
obstj^cle,  arising  from  the  difticulty  of  translating  the  Bible  into  the  written 
language  of  that  people,  had  been  successfully  removed,  there  yet  remained 
another.  1  he  cautious  system  of  policy,  adopted  by  the  government  of  Chi- 
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na,  rendered  it  extremely  difficult  to  circulate  the  Scriptures  through  that, 
extensive  empire.  The  friends  qf  Zion  cannot  but  rejoice  at  receiving  the 
pleasing  intelligence^  that  this  obstacle  has  also  been  happily  removed.  A 
recent  publication  from  Great  Britain  contains  the  welcome  news,  ihat 
Christianity  is  again  tolerated  in  China.  It  remarks,  that  Instructions 
should  be  immediately  sent  to  the  British  Missionaries,  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  privileges  now  granted  to ’Christians,  for  the  spread  of  the  pure  re¬ 
ligion  of  Christ.**  By  these  wonderful  j)pcnings  of  Providence,  the  way  is 
prepared  for  the  promulgation  of  the  Gospel,  as  appears  by  an  estimate,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  twenty-first  report  of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  ‘‘  to 

hundreds  of  millions  of  people,  who  speak  the  Chinese  language—perhaps 

% 

IQ  more  than  one  third  part  of  the  human  race.** 

Our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all  the  translations 
of  the' Holy  Scriptures,  that  have  been  lately  made,  by  means  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  the  Missionaries  that  have  been  sent  forth 
by  the  different  denominations  of  Christians.  The  British  and  Foreign.  Bible 
Society  haye  contributed  to  promote  editions  of  the  Scriptures,  in  about 
fifty-six  different  languages,  which  in  many  instances  have  been  sought  for 
with  great  eagerness,  and  have  been  succeeded  by  the  hopeful  conversion  of 
some  of  the  Heathen.' 

^  Bible  Societies  have  greatly, flourished  in  many  of  the  kingdoms  of  Europe. 

‘0  • 

Princes  and  nobles  have,  in  various  instances,  become  the  patrons  of  these 
institutions.  The  beneficial  effects  resulting  from  their  establishment,  and 
.from, other  means  of  religious  instruction,  are  manifest  in  the  publick  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  rulers  of  those  kingdoms,  in  favour. of  the  Scriptures.  The 
Emperor  of  Russia,  with  the  dignity  worthy  a  Christian  ruler,  in  a  Ukase  to 
.the  committee  of  a  Clerical  school,  directs  them  to  derive  their  opinions 
and  principles  from  the  Bible.  The  Emperor  enjoins  ‘  let  the  sole  object . 
of  these  schools  be  the  educating  of  youth  to  active  Christianity.*  Heretofore 
by  a  strange  omission,  Christian  nations  in  their  treaties  and  national  com¬ 
pacts,  have  neglected  to  acknowledge  the  Supreme  Being,  and  their  obli¬ 
gations  to  be  governed  by  his  word.  It  must  give  every  Christiar>  great 
satisfaction  to  learn,  that  a  solemn  treaty  has  lately  been  made  by  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Austria,  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  emperor  of  Russia,  in  which 
they  ackfTowledge  God  to  be  their  only  rightful  Sovereign,  and  solemnly 
declare  .  their  unwavering  determination,  to  adopt  for  the  only  rule  of 
their  conduct,  both  in  the  administration  of  their  respective  states,  and  in 
their  political  relations  with  every  other  government,  the  precepts  of  the 
holy  religion^  the  precepts  of  Justice,  of  Charily  and  of  PEACE.  To  this 
treaty  other  Christian  powers  are  invited  to  accede.  Should  this  be  com- 
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plied  with,*  may  we  not  indulge  the  hope  that  we  shall  never  again  be  made 
to  experience  the  calamities  of  a  war  carried  on  between  Christian  Nations. 

'  ‘  While  the  benevolent  in  Europe  are  making  great  exertions  for  circulat¬ 
ing  the  Scriptures  among  the  destitute,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
not  inactive.'  With  great  pleasure  your  Trustees. witness  the  zeal  of  the 
pious  in- our  own  land,  manifested  in  the  establishment .  of  numerous 
Bible  Societies  within  the  United  States,  the  year  past.  In  our  last  year’s 
report  we  stated  the  number  to  be  sixty-eight;  it  has  since  arisen  .to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two.  To  the  six  Bible  Societies  that  have  for  some  time 
existed  in  this  state,  a  seventh  has  lately  been  added.  This  society  was  es¬ 
tablished  at  Urbana,  on  the  15th  of  February  last,  in  which  different  denomi¬ 
nations  of  Christians  united  with'  great  cordiality.  • 

An  object  of  high  importance  has  for  a  considerable  time  engaged  the 
attention  of  Christians  in  the  United  States.  In  the  year  1814,  it  was  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  New- Jersey  Bible  Society,  to.  form  a  National  Association,  for 
.  the  purpose  of  uniting  the  efforts  of  the  several  existing  Societies,  in  circu¬ 
lating  the  holy  Scriptures.-  The  subject  has  lately  been  resumed,  and  on 
the  1 1  th  of  May  last,  an  institution  of  this  kind  was  established,  -  styled  the 
American  Bible  Society.  If  we  form  our  judgment  of  its  utility  from  the 
experience  of  that  nation  which  has  the  honour  of  founding  the  first  Bible 
Society,  we  shall  readily  perceive  the  great  advantages  of  this  institution. 

'  Should  our  Society  place  their  surplus  funds  at  the  disposal  of  this  National 
Bible  Society,  may  we  not  cherish  the  pleasing  expectation,  that  the  benefi- 
!cial  influence  of  our  donations  will  be  the  more  effectually  extended  to  the 
nations  of  the  earth  i 

I 

That  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  our  wants  in  this  Western  Country, 
your  Trustees  will  recur  to  a  document  published  in  the  year  1 8 1 5,  by  Messrs. 
’  Mills  and  Smith,  in  which  it  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  familes  then 
destitute  of  the  Scriptures,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  was  13,000;  in  the  territo- 
'ries  of  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri,  12,000;  in  the  Mississippi  territory 
5,000;  in  Louisiana  8,000;  in  Tennessee  10,000  ;  and  in  Kentucky  30,000. 


SECOND  REPORT 


Of  the  Trustees  the  Connecticut  Reserve  Bible  Society^lsfc, 

\  ^  . 

WHILE  we  review  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  the  exertions  which  you 
have  already  made,  to  furnish  the  destitute  with  Bibles,  and  the  readiness 
with  which  you  have  contributed  towards  an  object  of  such  superlative  im¬ 
portance,  we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  earnest  desire,  and  even  our 
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cxpectationSf  that  you  will  npt  relax  in,  those  exertions.  The  call  for  your 
benevolent  aid  waxes  louder  and  louder.  Never,  Christian  Brethren,  never 
has  God  in  his  Providence,  afforded  a  more  noble  opportunity  than  the  pre¬ 
sent,  to  glorify  his  name,,  to  gratify  your  benevolent  feelings,  and  to  add  to 
your  Heavenly  inheritance,  by  acts  of  beneficence.-  Your  Trustees  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  not  to  the  trifles  of  a  tran¬ 
sitory  world,  but  to  the  concerns  of  a  kingdom  which  will  eiidure,  when  this 
earth  with  all  its  allurements  shall  cease  to  exist.  They  would  endeavour 
to  awaken  their  own  feelings,  and  those  of  others,  to  a  more  animated  at¬ 
tention  to  a  subject,  which  they  consider,  the  most  interesting  and  important 
that  can  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive.  With  a  degree  of  satis¬ 
faction  which  they  cannot  express,  they  anticipate  the  beneficial  consequences 
which,  they  trust,  will  result  from  a  more  spirited  exertion  in  the  glorious 
cause.  Should  the  Holy  Scriptures  be  generally  inculcated  among  the  na¬ 
tions,  we  have  eyery  reason  to  believe  that  very  many  of  our  fellow  mor¬ 
tals  would  be  rescued,  by  these  means,  from  everlasting  ruin,  and  be  made 
to  enjoy  an  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  What  proportion  do 
earthly  riches  ;  what  comparison  do  our  most  labourious  services  bear  to  such 
infinite  gain  ?  Your  Trustees  are  confident,  that  when  the  subject  is  brought 
fully  into  view,  no  one  will  neglect  to  afford  that  aid  to  the  spread  of  the. 
Gospel,  which  both  duty  and  interest  demand.  The  families  that  yet  remain 
destitute  of  the  Scriptures  in  this  state  ;  the  multitudes  in  the  neighbouring 
states  ;  the  natives  of  our  country  ;  the  inhabiunts  of  the  extensive  regions 
of  South  America ;  and  the  millions  of  China,  India,  and  South  Sea  islands, 
imperiously  demand  our  assistance.  Can  we  remain  inactive  and  at  ease, 
while  multitudes  around  us  are  perishing  through  ignorance  of  the  only 
method  of  salvation,  and  while  we  possess  the  means  of  affording  them  re¬ 
lief  ?  But  some  may  say  we  live  in  a  new  country,  and  our  own  wants  will 
excuse  us  from  contributing.  But  has  not  every  one  a  mite  to  cast  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord  ?  The  least  gift  bestowed  with  a  willing  mind  is  ac¬ 
ceptable.  Wide  rivers  are  derived  from  inconsiderable  springs,  and  the 
ocean  is  composed  of  drops.  May  the  small  streams  of  the  infant  settle¬ 
ments  swell  to  broad  rivers  in  the  older  and  more  wealthy  states,  and  may 
they  all  share  in  the  rich  blessings  of  beneficence.  When  we  take  a  survey 
of  the  wonderful  things  that  God  is  now  doing  for  the  advancement  of  his 
kingdom  ;  when  we  behold  the  remarkable  fulfilment  of  prophecies,  hope 
gives  a  spring  to  action,  and  we  feel  that  there  is  abundant  reason  to  “  thank 
God  and  take  courage.’* 
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Second  Annual  Refiort  y  the  Bible  Society  of  Jefferson  County y  Virginia, 

9 

THE  Managers  of  the  Bible  Society  of .  JefFerson  County,  Virginia) 
agreeably  to  an  article  of  the  Constitution,  are  this  day  to  report  their  pro. 
ceedings  for  the  last  year.  In  compliance  with  this  article,  they  now  offer 
the  following  statement 

There  were  on  hand  thirty  Bibles,  when  the  Managers  were  appointed 
t^ office.  An  order  was  immediately  sent  to  the  Bible  Society  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  one  hundred  Bible,  and  twelve  German  New  Testaments,  which 
were  received.  There  are  now  on  hand  18  Bibles,  and  6  New  Testaments. 
There  have  been  distributed,  during  the  last  year  112  Bibles,  and  6  New 
Testaments.  A  considerable  number  of  these  have  been  given  to  people 
of  colour  j^many  of  whom  were  found  able  to  read,  and  anxious  to  possess 
the  scriptures'.  It  is  a  pleasing  event  to  find  these  children  of  Ethiopia 
stretching  out  their  hands  unto  God,  and  willing  to  receive  his  word.  There 
still  appears  to  be  a  demand  for  the  Bible,  within  this  County,  sufficient  to 
employ  the  funds  of  this  society  for,  at  least,  another  year. 

The  Managers  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Bible  Society  of  Georgia, 
expressing  their  desire  that  a  volume  should  be  annually  published,  at 
Philadelphia,  containing  a  general  view  of  all  that  has  been  done,  during 
the  year, -by  the  several  societies  in  the  United  States  \  and  such  extracts 
from  their  reports  as  will  be  useful  and  interesting  and  requesting  the 
decision  of  this  Society,  on  the  subject,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  officers  of 
the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  who  it  is  expected  will  cheerfully  under¬ 
take  to  collect  the  materials  and  publish  the  volume.  The  Managers 
of  this  Society  agreed,  unanimously,  to  patronise  the  publication  ;  and  di¬ 
rected  their  decision  to  be  forwarded  to  Philadelphia ;  together  with  a  re¬ 
quest,  from  this  Society,  that  the  proposed  volume  might  embrace  infor¬ 
mation  respecting  the  origin  of  Bible  Societies  in  Europe ;  bu^  especially 
in  this  country.  Such  a  volume,  the  Managers  conceived,  would  be  very 
interesting  to  all  the  friends  of  the  Bible,  and  of  Bible  Societies. 

The  Managers  have  also  received  a  Circular  letter  from  a  joint  Com-  / 
mitte  of  the  New-York,  and  the  Auxiliary  New  York  Bible  Socities,  sta¬ 
ting  that  they  had  contracted  for  a  set  of  stereotype  plate  for  the  scriptures, 
of  a  larger  type  than  those  now  in  use  ;  and  proposing  to  furnish  Bibles  at 
cheap  rates,  to  those  societies  that  would  assist  them  in  defraying  the  expense 

•  f 

of  these  plates.  From  another  source  we,  learn  that  these  plates  are  about 
half  done.  By  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Baltimore  we 
are  informed  that,  that  society  have  also  contracted  for  a  set  stereotype 
plates,  part  of  which  are  already  received,  and  the  press  will  probably  soon  ^ 
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be  in  operation.  The  Kentucky  Bible  Society  has  also  passed  a  resolution 
to  procure  a  set  of  stereotype  plates.  The  increase  of  such  presses  for  the 
scriptures  is  very  important  to  the  success  of  Bible  Societies,  as  they  can 
furnish  the  Bible  at  cheaper  rates  than  it  could  otherwise  be  obtained. 

We  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  number  of  Bible  Societies  is  rapidly  increas¬ 
ing.  The  whole  number  in  the  United  States^  according  to  the  latest  in- 
formation^  is  stated  be  one  hundred  and  twenty  •eight:,  The  whole  number 
stated  in  last  yearns  report,  according  to  the  best  information  then  received, 
was  sixty-two.  Consequently  there  have  been,  during  the  last  ytzvj  forty^ 
eight  new  societies  organized.  Three  of  these  are  established  in  Colleges  ; 
and  thirteen  of  them  are  Female  Institutions. 

In  Europe  and  other  parts  of  the  world  the  number  is  annually  increas- 
ing.  Several  of  those  recently  formed  are  National  Societies.  The  Bible 
Society  of  St.  Petersburgh^has  been  changed  into  the  Russian -Bible  Soci¬ 
ety.  Aided  by  auxiliary  societies  in  different  parts  of  the  empire,  this  so¬ 
ciety  is  now  publishing  the  Bible  in  thirteen  different  languages. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  stands  pre-eminent,  not  only  in 
the  order  of  time,  but  in  the  extent  and  success  of  its  labours.  It  appears 
from  the  last  report  of  this  society  that  the  Christians  of  Great  Britain 
have,  during^  the  last  eleven  years,  through  the  medium  of  this  society, 
been  instrumental  in  distributing  1,299,282  copies  of  the  scriptures,  in 

Jifty-Jive  different  languages  ;  and  have  aided  in  the  establishment  of  Bible 

■  ^  * 

Societies  in  almost  every  part  of  the  Protestant  world.  The  income  of 
this  society,  for  the  last  year,  amounted  to  g  443,000.  Through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  near  five  hundred  auxiliaries,  and  thousands  of  Association^,  scat- 
tered  throughout  the  British  dominions,  from  Edinburgh  to  Cornw^all,  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  St.  Helena,  from  Calcutta  to  Halifax,  is  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  receiving  the  voluntary  tribute  of  thou¬ 
sands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  Christians;  and  the  blessings  of  those  who 
/ 

were  ready  to  perish,  are  falling,  in  rich  profusion,  on  its  founders  and  sup¬ 
porters/^ 

While  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  the 
first  organized  in  this  country,  was  formed  in  imitation  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Socitety,  it  is  pleasing  to  find  that  the  female  piety  and  zeal 
of  Philadelphia,  soon  furnished  an  example  which  has  been  thought  worthy* 
of  imitation  in  England.  A  gentleman,  in  London,  writing  to  his  friend  in 
Philadelphia,  observes— -o  are  copying  the  Philadelphians  in  establish¬ 

ing  Ladies*  Bible  Societies;  and  we  find  they  do  more  good  than  men.**  It 
is  right  when  Christians  provoke  one  another  to  love  and  good  works* 

But  although  much  has  been  done,  much,  very  muchy  remains  yet  to  be 
done.  Indeed,  until  Bible  Societies  were  formed,  and  particular  attention  was 
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paid  to  the  subject,  the  great  and  distressing  demand  for  their  exertions 
vras  unknown.  Those  who  have  made  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascer¬ 
taining  the  extent  of  this  demand,  have  been  equally  astonished  at  its  great¬ 
ness,  ajnd,  that  it  could  have  so  long  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Christian 

I  * 

world.  According  to  -some  computations  there  are  not  less  than  550  mil* 
lions  of  the  human  family  who  have  never  heard  of  the  name  of  Jesus, 
know  nothing  of  his  salvation,  and  most  of  whom  are  buried  in  the  deepest 
gloom  of  Pagan  darkness.  If  every  family,  and  individual  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  world,  were  supplied  with  the  Bible,  here  are  numerous  millions  whose 
necessities  are  amply  sufficient  to  keep  alive,  and  even  increase  the  zeal  of 
all  the  Bible  Societies  now  in  existence  ;  here  is  a  field  sufficiently  exten¬ 
sive  to  employ  their  unremitting  and  united  efforts,  perhaps  for  centuries 
to  come.  But  even  in  those  countries  where  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  professed,  the  demand  for  the  word  of  life,  isj  all  things  considered, 
equally  great  and  distressing.  In  these  countries  several  millions  are  found 
destitute  of  the  Bible.  We  make  a  few  extracts  from  a  Memoir  just  pub¬ 
lished,  on  this  subject. 

**  The  whole  number  of  Bibles  which,  in  1807,  had  ever  been  printed 
for  the  immense  empire  of  Russia,  whose  population  exceeds  50  millions, 
was  about  six  thousand  ;  and  so  late  as  181 1,  there  were  in  the  provinces 
of  Esthonia  and  Livonia,  400,000  families  without  a  Bible. 

In  1812,  the  number  of  persons  speaking  the  Finnish  language  was  not 
less  than  1,300,000;  and  yet  for  30  years  before,  not  a  Bible  had  been 
printed  for  their  use  ;  and  scarcely  a  single  copy  was  to  be  purchased. 

In  1811,  there  were  upwards  of  1,500,000  Protestants  in  Hungary,  pos¬ 
sessed  of  but  few  Bibles. 
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In  1813,  it  was  computed  that  four  out  ol  Jive ^  in  Denmark,  were  with¬ 
out  Bibles. 

In  1807,  in  Iceland,  whose  population  is  about  50,000,  there  were  only 
40  or  50  Bibles. 

In  1810,  there  were  of  the  Persian  Christians,  so  called,  20P,000  who 
had  never  seen  a  Bible  in  their  own  tongue ;  and  in  Ceylon  350,000  profes¬ 
sors  of  Christanity  equally  destitute. 

In  1805,  it  was  computed  that  in  the  southern  part  of  Ireland,  two  thirds 
of  the  Protestant  families  were  without  Bibles ;  and  among  the  Catholics, 
it  was  supposed  that  not  more  than  one  family  in  500  had  a  copy  of  the 
scriptures.  , . 

In  Wales  there  are  350,000*  people  speaking  the  Welsh  language;  but 
for  30  years  before  1793,  not  a  Bible  had  been  printed  for  their  use. 

In  1807,  among  4000  persons  in  a  certain  parish  in  Scotland,  ^there 
found  but  12  Bibles. 
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In  England  so  late  as  I814|  of  960  fdmilies  in  the  town  and  neighbour-, 
hood  of  Southanipton/415  familiesi  containing  1784  indiridualsy  were  foundi 
on  examination,  to  be  without  Bibles* 

in  1810,  it  was  computed  that  there  were  10,000  families  in  the  County 
of  Norfolk  without  Bibles.  ’ 

’  From  an  actual  inquiry  made  by  order  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  it  was 
found  that,  in  that  diocese,  there  were  5800  families  without  a  Bible  ;  esti- 
'  mating  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales  in  this  proportion,  they  must  con¬ 
tain  350,000  families  destitute  of  the  scriptures.  % 

If  such  be  the  famine  of  the  word  of  God  in  Great  Britain,  where  Pro¬ 
testantism  and  religious  zeal  have  so  greatly  tended  to  diffuse  it,  how  grie¬ 
vous  must  be  the  scarcity  in  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  other  Catholic  coun¬ 
tries  !** 

Respecting  the  scarcity  in  this  country)  it  is  observed  that)  «  in  1814)  it 
vras  estimated)  that  there  were  in  Ohio  13,000  families  destitute  of  the  scrip  ] 
tures  ;  12,000  in  the  Territories  of  Indiana)  and  Missouri;  5000  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory ;  8000  in  Louisiana ;  10)000  in  Tennessee ;  and  30,000 
in  Kentucky !” 

If  such  be  the  dearth  of  the  scriptureS)  both  at  home  and  abroad ;  if  such 
darkness  have  covered  the  earth)  such  gross  darkness  the  people)  how  loud 
and  pressing  is  the  call  for  the  labour  of  Bible  Societies  ! 

This  want  is  not  lesS)  in  proportion  to  the  population,  throughout  this 
state,  and  in  this  County. 

In  this  County,  which  limits,  at  present,  the  exertions  of  this  Society,  the 

demand  for  the  Bible  has  been  found  much  greater  than  any  person  would 

have  supposed,  before  inquiry  on  the  subject  was  made,  and  information 

received.  There  have  been  distributed  about  200  copies  of  the  scriptures. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  County,  including  several  neighbourhoods 

where  the  Bible  is  known  to  be  'much  wanted,  is  yet  to  be  supplied.  Not 

less  than  200  more,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  required  to  supply  the  remaining 

demand.  Then  it  will  follow  that,  two  years  ago,  there  was,  in  tb  is  County, 

a  demand  of  such  a  nature  as  it  is  the  intention  of  Bible  Societies  to  tup- 

..  . 

ply,  for  400  Bibles.  If  the 'statement  respecting  this  County  be  assumed 
as  the  basis  of  a  calulation,  embracing  the  whole  state  ;  then  it  will  follow 
that,  but  a  very  few  years  ago,  there  was  a  demand  for  not  less  than  40,000, 
Bibles  in  the  stgte  of  Virginia  !  All,  that  is  yet  done,  has  not  supplied  this 
want  so  far  as  to  render  it  improper  to  consider  it  still  existing,  and  still 
calling  for  the  exercise  of^  Christian  benevolence  and  charity :  especially  if 
the  people  of  colour  be  considered  as  proper  objects  of  this  chatity.  And 
wc  do  most  sincerely  hope  that  they  will  not.be  forgotten  or  neglected  by 
those  societies,  which  are  formed  under  the  patronage  of  that  compassionate 
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saviour^  who  came  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor  ;  to  heal  the  broken-hearted^ 
to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captive^  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind;  to 
set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised. 

When  it  is  known,  that  the  standard  of  Christ  was  erected,  and  his  religioo 
professed,  by  our  ancestors,  who  made  the  first  permanent  settlement  on  this 
soil ;  and  that  is  still  the  religion  of  Virginia  ;  is  it  not  strange,  that,  intersper¬ 
sed  among  these  Christians,  there  shall  forty -thousand  persons,  at  least,  who 
are  destitute  of  the  Bible,  the  only  source  from  whence  the  knowledge  pf  reli- 
gion  can  be  obtained  !  The  reflection  is  calculated  to  fill  the  benevolent  heart 
with  pain,  if  not  to  sink  it  in  despondency.  With  that  pain,  however,  the 
sensations  of  shame  and  compunction  ought  to  mingle.  For  those  who  pos¬ 
sess,  and  really  know  the  value  of  the  Bible,  have  been  criminally  inattentive 
to  this  subject.  These  Bibles  could  be  procured  for  60  cents  a  piece ;  the 
price  at  which  the  stereotype  press  proposes  to  furnish  them,  for  gratuitous 
distributions.  At  this  price,  forty  thousand  Bibles  would  cost  %  24,000. 
Including  all  contingent  expenses,  till  they  reach  the  hands  of  the  distribu¬ 
ters,  the  amount  would  be  less  than  %  30,000.  Now,  although  this  appears 
to  be  a  large  sum,  yet,  if  there  were  a  nvilling  mind^  how  easily  could  it  be 
raised  !  It  only  requires  thirty  thousand  individuals,  to  contribute  the  small 
sum  of  one  dollar  each ;  or  fifteen  thousand  to  pay  tnjoo  ;  or  haf  the  number 
to  give  and  the  Bibles  are  procured  ;  this  want  is  supplied.  The  light 
of  Ilf e^  beaming  from  the  pages  cA  forty  thousand  Bibles,  might,  through  the 
divine  blessing,  dispel  from  the  minds  of  as  many  families,  or  individuals, 
that  da’fkness  in  which  they  are  now  involved.  Each  dollar  would  thus  be 
converted  into  the  means  of  instruction  to  the  ignorant,  consolation  to  the 
afflicted,  hope  to  the  desponding,  life  to  the  dead.  And  can  it  be,  that  in  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  near  a  million^  peofessing  the  Christian  religion,  the  spirit  of  which 
is  peace,  and  good  ivill  to  men,  there  are  net  thirty  thausandy  who  would 
cheerfully  give  one  dollar  ;  or  fifteen  thousand  who  would  give  tv)o  ;  ox  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  who  would  give  four  ;  or  half  this  number  who  would 
give  that  sum  for  two  years  in  succession  ?  That  there  should  not  be,  is  a 
reflection  more  painful,  if  possible,  than  that  there  should  ho  forty  thousand 
who  want  the  Bible ;  whose  present  ignorance  and  approaching  misery  calls 
loudly,  and  yet  calls  in  vain  for  this  charitable  aid.  Certain  it  is,  that  more 
than  this  sum  is  annually  spent  for  purposes  far  less  important,  perhaps  for 
trifles,  or  worse  than  trifles.  We  hope  there  are  more  than  thirty  thousand 
in  the  state,  who  would  cheerfully  make  this  contribution.  Still,  however, 
this  want  is  not  supplied.  Their  attention  has  never  been  roused  to  a  due 
consideration  of  this  subject.  No  voice  has  yet  sounded  loud  enough,  and 
long  enough  to  reach  that  distance,  at  which  they  appear  to  be  removed,  from 
this  scene  of  indigence  and  woe.  It  is,  therefore  the  dqty  of  Bible  Societies, 
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who  have  witnessed  this  misery,  wHo  have  heard  this  affecting  cry  for  the 
word  of  life,  to  plead  for  those  who  sit  in  darkness  and  have  no  light.  With 
united  voices  they  must  advocate  this  cause  in  a  tone,  that  may  be  heard, 
that  may  arrest  the  attention,  and  finally  prove  succesful.  They  rttust  give 
form  to  this  misery,  infuse  into  it  a  principle  of  life,  give  it  a  voice,  and  send 
it  to  visit  every  individual  in  the  state,  to  use  its  own  eloquence,  to  plead  its 
own  cause.  The  sight  oi forty  thousand  forms,  and  the  eloquence  ot  forty 
thousand  tongues  of  animate  misery  would  be  successful,  would  arrest  the 
attention,  would  awaken  the  sympathy  and  zeal  bf  at  least  a  sufficient  num« 
ber  to  afford  relief.  If  only  one  in  ffty  of  our  whole  population  could  be 
induced  to  contribute  two  dollars  each,  this  want  would  be  supplied  ;  or  if 
onXy-one  in  a  hundred^-  yfoxAA  give  this  sum,  for  two  years  in  succession,  the 
same  blessed  effects  would  be  produced.  And  is  it  so,  that  the  attention  of 
of  more  than  this  proportion  cannot  be  awakened  to  this  subject  i  Is  it  pos« 
sible  thatybrri/  nine  of  every  ffty  ;  or  that  ninety  nine  of  c\txy  hundred  con 
resist  these  calls ;  can  feel  better  satisfied  that  the  salvation  of  forty  thousand 
precious  souls  should  remain  in  jeopardy,  than  that  they  should  give  this 
small  sum  to  furnish  them  with  the  means  of  instruction  i  We  are  unwil¬ 
ling  to  believe  it.  For  the  honour  of  Virginia;  for  the  credit  of  her  reli¬ 
gious  character,  we  hope  the  supposition  is  groundless.  Strenuous  exertions 
must  therefore  continue  to  be  made.  These  calls  must  continue  to  sound 
yet  louder,  and  longer,  till  this  indifference  is  banished  ;  till  a  zeal,  corres¬ 
ponding  with  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  is  roused  into  action.  These 
forms  of  misery  must  be  kept  alive.  They  must  be  the  constant  compa¬ 
nions  of  the  ambassadors  of  Christ,  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  till  their  a/n-* 
rit  is  stirred  within  them^  till  their  lifis  are  touched  with  a  live  coal  from  the 
altar  ;  they  must  go  with  the  Christian  to  his  closet,  and  his  public  devotion, 
till  his  heart  glows  with  more  ardent  zeal,  to  be  fruitful  in  good  works  ;  they 
must  visit  the  man  of  moderate  fortune  and  induce  him  to  give,  if  it  were 
but  two  mites  ;  they  must  attend  the  man  of  wealth,  counting  over  his  thou¬ 
sands  and  tens  of  thousands,  and  solicit  him  of  his  abundance  to  cast  into  the 
treasury  ;  they  must  visit  the  miser,  and  convince  him,  if  possible,  that  it  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive  ;  they  must  meet  the  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  of  pleasure,  and  prevail  on  them  to  change  their  intention,  and  give  the 
price  of  their  intended  amusement  to  buy  the  truth  ;  they  must  present  them¬ 
selves  to  every  eye,  pour  their  notes  of  sorrow  into  every  ear,  and  thus  tra- 


The' treasures  expended  in  Europe  and  America  in  war^  since  the  formation  of  Bribe 
Societies  commenced,  would  furnish  eveiy  man,  woman  and  children  on  earth  witli  a  Bible, 
and  would  support  for  life,  all  the  missionaries  necessary. to  preach  the  gospel  in  every 
city,  town  and  village,  in  heathen  lands.  FIFTH  REPORT  OF  TIIE.ONEIOA  BIBLE 
SOCIETV. 
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verse  the  state  by  day  and  by  nighti  from  year  to  year,  till  their  forms  shall 
be  changed  into  forms  of  happiness,  and  their  notes,  into  notes  of  praise  to 
the  author  of  the  Bible. 

If  it  fill  the  benevolent  heart  with  sadness,  to  consider  the  numerous  miU 
lions  of  the  human  family,  yet  under  the  power  of  darkness  ;  to  witness  the 
ravages  of  that  famine  which  extends  over  so  great  a  part  of  the  globe ;  a 
famine,  not  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  water,  but  of  bearing  the  words  of  ths 
Lord ;  it  is  pleasing  to  notice  the  harbingers  of  the  Sun  of  righteousneas^ 
about  to  rise  on  a  benighted  world,  and  banish  this  darkness  by  ushering  in, 
as  we*hope,  the  glories  of  millennial  day;  it  is  consoling  to  know,  that,  in 
our  Father’s  house,  there  is  dread  enough^  and  to  afiare.  It  is  truly  anima- 
ting  to  view  the  success  which  has  already  crownfed  the  efforts  of  Bible  Soci- 
eties.  In  this  success  we  have  an  earnest  and  a  pledge  of  what  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  in  future.  It  is  not  less  animating  to  consider  that  these  Institutions 
may  have  sprung  from  a  small  origin.  The  more  valuable  is  the  pledge, 
on  this  account ;  for  so  much  the  more  satisfactory  is  the  proof,  that  it  is  the 
Lord* a  doing.  Often  does  He  bring  great  and  momentous  events  from  small 
beginnings. 

It  would  afford  some  gratification  to  know  the*  true  histoty  of  this  origin, 
to  see  these  Institutions  in  embryo,  when  ail  the  existence  they  had,  except 
in  the  divine  purpose,  was  a  single  thought  in  the  mind  of  sonfie  individual ; 
and  to  know  what  were  the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  this  thought; 
what  view  of  human  wretchedness,  what  scene  of  misery  first  suggested  it. 
Little  did  that  person  suppose  that  this  thought,  yet  concealed  in  his  own 
bosom,  was  soon  to  expand,  and  fill  the  earth  with  such  great  and  blessed  ef¬ 
fects  !  If  the  fortunate  individual,  in  whose  mind  it  was  conceived,  be  still 
living,  and  we  had  any  intercourse  with  him,  we  would  earnestly  solicit  from 
him  such  a  history ;  that  it  might,  in  connection  with  Bible  Societies,  de¬ 
scend  to  posterity  ;  that  the  nations  of  the  earth,  who  may  hereafter  sit  under 
the  shadow  of  this  great  Tree,  and  be  sheltered  by  its  wide  spread  branches, 
might  have  some  knowledge  of  the  amall  seed  from  which  it  grew. 

It  is",  however,  a^happy  circumstance  for  the  world,  that  our  ignorance  of 
this  history  will  neither  change  the  character,  nor  destroy  the  tendency  of 
Bible  Societies.  The  thought  has  been  conceived ;  it  has  been  matured  into 
a  plan ;  that  plan  has  been  adopted,  and  is  now  producing  the  most  salutary 
and  glorious  effects  among  the  human  family ;  effects,  the  extent  of  which 
will  soon,  we  trust,  equal  that  of  the  habitable  globe  ;  whose  duration  will 
equal  eternity. 

When  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  origin  and  progress  of  Bible 
Societies,  and  the  success  which  has  already  crowned  their  labours,  are  duly 
considered,  the  mind  is  left  under  the  most  delightful  conviction  that  it  i* 
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the  work  <if  the  Lord}  that  from  eternity^  in  the  counsels  of  JEHOVAH, 
Bible  Societies  were  embraced  in  that  plan,  drawn  by  unerring  Wisdom, 
for  the  display  of.rich  and  sovereign  Mercy,  in  the  redemption  of  a  guilty 
world ;  that  it  was  intended,  in  this  way,  to  employ  human  agency  in  diffu¬ 
sing  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  those  glad  tidings  which  shall  be  great' 
joy  to  all  jieo/ile. 

To  give  some  aid  in  accomplishing  these  designs,  the  Bible  Society  of 
Jefferson  County  was  organized.  The  Managera  would  recommend  to  its' 
members  and  patrons,  to  persevere- in  the  good  work  with  unabating,  with 
increasing  zeal  and  diligence.  Let  us,  in  our  humble  sphere,  faithfully  dis¬ 
charge  our  duty.  Then  we  may,  with  confidence,  commit  the  cause  to  God. 
He  will  wat^  the  seed  which  is  sown.  He  will  give  the  increase ;  and  to 
his  name  shall  be  the  praise. 


^or  the  Evangelical  Repository 


Sir, 

The  following  translation  of  Xavier’s  hymn  is  sent  to  yoju  by  a  youth.  He 
regretted  that  so  beautiful  a  hymn  should  be  presented  to  your  English  rea¬ 
ders  in  merely  a  prosaic  dress.  Numbers  add  inspiration  to  religious  themes, 
and  impress  the  sentiments  of  devotion  more  strongly  upon  the  heart.  ’The 
version,  unbiasse'd  by  any  sectarian  feelings,  is  as  jjke.ral  as  metre  would  ad¬ 
mit.  Should  you  think  proper,  you  will  insert  it  ii^your  interesting  miscel¬ 
lany,  and  oblige  yours,  icc.  •  ' 


VERSION 


Ob  God  the  Lord  of  grace  and  glory. 
Thee  with  all  my  soul  I  love. 

Not  because  I  hope  thou’lt  save  me 
In  Heaven’s  blissful  realm  above. 


Not  because  thine  awful  fury 
Bums  with  everlasting,  flame, 
Tbose.wbo  slight  thy  proffered  mercy 
And  despUs  thy  halbw’d  name. 
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Thou,  thou,  my  Jesus !  hast  embrac’d  me, 
Wholly  in  thy  sacred  cross. 

When  the  spear  and  nails  transfixed  thee, 
Where  thy  nature  bore  it’s  loss. 

Thou  hast  born  tormenting'  anguish. 

Bloody  sweat,  and  grief,^nd  pain. 

Yea,  on  Calv’ry’s  mount  did  languish 
For  the  chief  of  sinner’s  slain. 

Why,  should  I  not  love  my  Saviour? 

Oh  thou  Bleeding,  loving  lamb ! 

Not  that  I  may  gain  thy  favour. 

And  dwell  with  thee  at  thy  right  hand. 

Not  to  escape  Hell’s  sad  damnation 
Or  to  shun  vindicative  woe. 

Nor  for  the  hope  of  thy  salvation. 

Oh  Saviour  !  do  1  love  thee  so ! . ' 


But  as  thou  hast  lov’d  and  bless’d  me. 
Thus  be  thou  lov’d  and  thus  ador’d. 


Because  thou  art  the  king  of  glory, 
Becduse  thou  art  alone  my  God  1 
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THERE  are  now  in  Press,  and  will  shortly  be  published  in  this  city,  three 
very  important  works ;  one  of  British,  and  two  of  American  origin.  That 
of  British  origin  is  a  volume  of  Sermons,  delivered  on  various  occasions,  and 
'  mostly  for  charitable  purposes,  by  the  celebrated  preacher  Kirwan.  Many 
notices  of  these  Sermons  hav6  appeared  in  the  most  reputable  critical 
journals  of  Great  Britain.  In  these,  there  are  several  anecdotes,  which  would 
scarcely  be  credited,  by  any  one  who  had  not  read  the  Sermons  themselves.  It 
is  stated,  without  contradiction,  that  several  of  the  sermons,  with  the  sublime 
•oritory  of  the  preacher,  operated  so  powerfully  on  the  sympathy  of  the  au* 
diences,  that,  when  the  contributions  were  cdllectingj  gentlemen  did  not  on* 
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If  part  with  the  contents  of  their  purses,  but,  in  many  instances,  tore  valua> 
ble  watches  from  their  pockets,  and  cast  them  into  the  receiver.  Nor  was 
the  sympathetic  effect  confined  to  the  gentlemen.  Ladies,  also,  stripped 
themselves  of  their  most  costly  ornaments,  and  enthuuastically  consigned 
them  to  the  dispensation  of  charity.  Mr.  Carey,  it  is  understood,  will  shortly 
publish  these  celebrated  Sermons ;  and  thereby  gratify  a  curiosity,  that  has, 
in  many  instances,  sighed  for  the  opportunity  of  reading  them.  Extrava> 
gant  however  the  expectations  of  the  reader  may  be,  they  will  not  be  disap* 
pointed. 

The  American  works  are,  Ramsay’s  History  of  the  United  States,  and 
Woodwards  Classification  and  Nomenclature  of  the  Sciences.  Both  are  now 

4  « 

in  Press.  The  History  of  the  United  States  is  not  only  a  valuable,  but  .a 
beautiful  work.  High  as  the  reputation  of  Dr.  Ramsay,  as  a  historian,  may 
have  heretofore  been,  in  this  production,  he  has  not  only  classed  his  name 
with  Gibbon  and  Rollin,  but,  what  is  much  more  interesting  to  Americans, 
he  has  adduced  a  specimen  of  literature,  that  will  reflect  honour  on  his 
country. 

Woodward’s  Classification  and  Nomenclature  of  the  Sciences  is  an 

original.  It  is  highly  recommended  to  the  world,  by  many  gentlemen  of 

unquestionable  claims,  to  literary  reputation  ;  among  whom  we  may  parti* 

cularise  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander,  principal  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  at 

Princeton,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.- Wylie,  of  this  city :  gen* 

tlemen  known  for  their  learning,  and  distinguished  by  acuminated  intel* 

# 

lect. 

If  the  commendations,  that  will  accompany  this  work,  in  its  first  publica* 
tion,  have  not  been  dictated  in  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  it  will  unquestiona¬ 
bly  constitute  an  epoch  in  human  science.  So  far  as  the  system  has  been 
developed,  it  has  addressed  itself  to  the  approbation  of  the  most  learned  men 
in  our  country.  A  gentlemen  who  presides  in  a  reputable  college  in  New 
York,  and  who  has  devoted  nearly  fifty  years  to  literature  and  science, 
has  declared)  that)  with  the  aid  of  Woodwards  system)  he  could  learn  more 

I 

in  two  years,  than  he  has  been  able  to  acquire,  in  a  long  life  of  assiduous 
study. 
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Mt9.  Ramuay^ 

THE  memory  of  Mrs.  Ramsay)  late  the  wife  of  the  lamented  Doctor 
David  Ramsay)  of  Charleston)  S.  C.  is  justly  held  in  great  esteem.  To 
those  who  had  not  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  that  lady) 
her  memoirS)  published  hastily  after  her  death)  will  afford  some  feint  idea 
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of  her  excelknce :  but  a  feint  one,  indeed  !  One  circumsunce,  which  ought  f' 
to  be  connected  with  the  public  sympathy  for,  and  patronage  of  her  survi.  il 
ring  children,  has  recently  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  editor  of  this  It 
miscellany.  It  has  been  announced  to  the  world,.that  Dr.  Ramsay  left  the  || 
materials  for  an  interesting  history  of  the  Dnited  States.  Such  is  the  fact.  If 
All  that  portion  of  this  history,  which  does  not  consist. in  printed  extracts  p 
and  documents,  is  found  to  be  in  the  manuscript  of  the  late  Mrs.  Ramsav.  K 
This  fact  shews,  not  only  that  she  was  a  lady  of  accomplishments,  but  that  If 
she  cherished  the  dispositions  of  a  good  wife,  and  a  tenderly  afTectionati  ■ 
mother.  The  Doctor  himself  wrote  an  almost  illegible  hand  ;  so  much  so,  I 
that  his  manuscript  could  only  be  decyphered  by  one  to  whom  it  was  fa.  I 
miliar.  To  save  the  expense  of  a  Mred  amanuensis,  in  the  preparation  of  n 
his  works  for  the  press,  Mrs.  Ramsay  cheerfully  encountered  the  labour  b 
of  transcribing  the  mass  of  writing,  which  her  beloved  husband  is  known  R 
to  have  produced.  This  exemplary  exercise  of  patience  and  submission,  R 
on  her  part,  proceeded  from  the  sublimest  principles  and  motives^  that  ani*  B 
mate  the  bosom  of  a  wife,  and  inspire  the'  heart  of  a  mother.  I 

Dispossessed,  by  various  calamities,  of  that  ample  fortune,  which  she  inhe-  1 
rited  from  her  great  and  good  father,  the  revolutionary  patriot,  Henry  Lau* 
rens,  Mrs.  Ramsay  deemed  it  her  duty  and  her  glory,  to  associate  her  ac¬ 
complishments  and  qualifications,  with  the  genius  and  enterprize  of  het 
husband,  to  educate  and  support  a  growing  family.'  That  lady,  whose  na¬ 
tive  genius  fitted  her  for  the'  highest  order  of  human  society,  whose  edu¬ 
cation  fashioned  her  for  the  most  splendid  and  ornate  circles,  and  whose 
piety,  beyond  human  doubt,  qualified  her  for  the  society  of  angels ;  that 
lady,  I  repeat,  devoted  her  latter  years  to  the  assistance  of  her  husband,  in  his 
literary  labours.  Those  labours  were  intended  to  benefit  mankind,  by  their 
future  publication  ;  and  their  proceeds'  to  be  bequeathed,  through  the  gene¬ 
rosity  of  the  public,  to  the  support  of  their  surviving  family.  Dr.  Ramsay 
and  his  inestimable  lady  have,  literally,  left  the  public  executors  of  their  last 
will  and  testament,  in  behalf  of  their  children.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  the  trust 
will  be  faithfully  and  liberally  executed. 

The  American  people  are  already  advised,  that  Mr.  Carey  is  now  enga¬ 
ged,  as  the  agent  of  the  bereaved  family,  in  the  publication  of  Ramsay’s 
History  of  the  United  States :  and,  I  am  enabled  to  say,  on  terms  that  do 
great  honour  to  his  heart. 


